


Indian plane hijacked by students 

m 

NEW DELHI (AF) — Four uni v ersi ty students demanding a postpone- 
ment of final warns hijacked an Indian Anfines plane with 59 peopteon 
board, but were overpowered by the passengers. witnesses said. The 
students seized the aircraft shortly after takeofffrom Lucknow on a flight 
to New Delhi, 500 kilometres to the west, and forced it to return, 
according to passengers and news agencies. Indian "Airlines officials said 
stiu had little information. The students of a local ait college 
brandis hed a bottle they daimed would explode. They later admitted to 
passengeratiut it was a flammable liquid that could only cause a small 
fire, and flat they had persuaded airport security guards that it was a 
har m less pottle of paint. “The whole flung was Gke a game, “ said Tom 
Segcv, a journalist who was on the flight. One student read a 10-minute 
list of grievances about their art . college, and said the plane would be 
.Mown op unless rite hijackers could meet the governor of Uttar Pradesh 
stare. The students were upset because their studies were (fisrupted after 
militan t Hindus demolished a mosque on dfrpntcd holy ground in the 
town of Ayodhya, 100 kilometres east of Lucknow. About 2,000 people 
were killed in nationwide rioting. 
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Arab groups protest Pakistan crackdown 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — Arab-funded organisations Helping 
Afghan refugees in northwestern Pakistan shut their offices Saturday m 
protest against a police hunt for suspected guerrillas. The 13 non- 
governmental organisations grouped in the Islamic Coordination Council 
(ICC) said they would remain dosed on Sunday to protest against what 
they called police maltreatment of Arahs arrested in the North West 
Frontier Provincial capital of Peshawar. Police denied the charge. Pohcc 
have arrested more than 200 Arabs from Libya* Egypt* Algeria. Saudi 
Arabia* Syria* Iraq and Sudan in the last four days ill a drive against what 
the government has described as suspected extremists. Later 133 people 
were released. The ICC said at least 300 Arabs had been arrested. ICC 
sources said many Arabs moved to the houses of Pakistani friends to avoid 
arrest. Several said they missed morning prayers after seeing police 
surrounded a popular mosque. In Cairo* an international group of Muslim 
doctors on Saturday criticised the Pakistani move against suspected 
guerrillas as a Western-led conspiracy agaisnilslam. The Cairo-based 
federation of Islamic Countries* Medial Organisations* which has about 
25 doctors in Peshawar* said Pakistani police were arresting virtually any 
Arab they found and detaining them in poor conditions. 
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Egypt fa intings 
spread south 

CAIRO (R) — A fainting 
epidemic winch has hit Egypt’s 
schoolgirls spread to the southern 
province of Assmt and house- 
wives have now succumbed. 
Security sources Saturday re- 
ported 240 new cases, 192 in. 
Assiut and 4S at a school near the 
Suez Canal city of Ismailia, bring- 
ing the total number of girls 
affected to over 1,500 since the 
faintings fits began about 10 days 
ago. Doctors say they can find no 
clinical reason for the fits, which 
they attribute to mass hysteria. 
Members of parliament have 
voiced fears that the fits may be 
caused by nuclear contamination 
or unnamed forces plotting to 
make Egyptian schoolgirls sterile. 
The schoolgirls suffer giddiness, 
n a us e a and sometimes vomiting 
and diarrhoea but there are no 
serious after effects.. 

U.N. official denies 
Morillon to be recalled 

SARAJEVO (R) — A senior 
United Nations official in 
Sarajevo Saturday denied a 
French newspaper report that 
General Philippe Morillon, the 
commander of U.N. troops in 
Bosnia, was about to be recalled 
to France. “There is no truth to 
the reports that General Morillon 
is about to be recalled to 
France,” Commander Barry 
Frewer, a spokesman for thtf 
U.N. Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) told reporters,. 

Death-row man 
pleads innocence in 
Abu Nidal case 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — A man on 
death row for fatally stabbing his 
daughter has pleaded innocent to 
federal charges of plotting to.JriH 
Jews, buy weapons and sm uggl e 
money as part of Abu radtl 
group. Zein Isa, 61, was the last 
of four men charged in the case to 
be arraigned. He appeared be- 
fore, a U.S. magistrate Friday. Isa 
and Luie Nijmeh, 29, Ms. Ni- 
jmeh’s brother, Saif Nijmeh, 32, 
and Tawfiq Musa, 43, are 
charged with running a racketeer- 
ing enterprise. The other men are 
in federal custody. They are ac- 
cused of conspiring to kill Jews, 
blow up the Israeli embassy in, 
Washington, buy weapons and' 
smuggle money to other Abu 
Nidal members. An indictment 
unsealed April 1 said the four 
conspired to kill Palestina “Tina” 
Isa in 1989 at the Isa family's St 
Louis apartment because she 
knew too much about her father’s 
involvement with A bn Nidal. Mr. 
Isa was convicted of his daugh- 
ter's slaying and in on death row. 
His wife was also sentenced to 
death, but the Missouri supreme 
court recently overturned her 
sentence, saying the jury received 
flawed instructions. 

Aideed visits Yemen 

SANAA (R) — One Somalia's 
most powerful warlords. General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, ar- 
rived in Sanaa on Saturday for. 
talks with Yemeni leaders on the 
situation in his famine and war- 
tom country. Radio Sanaa re- 
ported. It said General Aideed 
was there to discuss peace 
accords reached by warring fac- 
tions in the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa last month and the 
chances for a settlement in Soma- 
lia, which has had no recognised 
government for over two years. 

Fifth Pakistani minister 
quits, attacks premier 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A fifth 
Pakistani cabinet minister res- 
igned Saturday, accusing Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif of arro- 
gance and apathy and of taking 
advice from sycophantic bureauc- 
rats. The minister of defence 
production, Mir Hazar Khan Br- 
jrani, became the fifth minister in 
two weeks to submit his resigna- 
tion to President Gbulam Ishaq 
Khan, aggravating a crisis that 
threatens to topple Mr. Sharif’s 
fragile coalition government. 
Ll Tbe prime minister has been 
arrogantly ignoring his coalition 
partners, his party ... and most of 
his colleagues in the cabinet,” 
Mr. Bijrani said in a statement. 
He accused Mr. Sharif of failing 
to respond to policy proposals, 
not bothering to attend parlia- 
ment sessions and of holding de- 
layed cabinet meetings in a “most 
casual manner.” The string of 
cabinet resignations coincides 
with a bitter fend between Mr. 
Sharif and the 78-year-old Ishaq 
Khan over an attempt by the 
prime minister to curb the presi- 
Jent’s powers. 


Palestinians want 
to return to peace 


talks 


Husseini 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians are 
willing to return to the Middle 
East peace negotiations with 
Israel, Palestinian leader Faisal 
A1 Husseini said Saturday. 

A final decision had not yet 
been made, he said. 

But the Palestinians were no 
longer demanding the r entm of 
aD Palestinians expelled by Israel 
to Lebanon in December as a 
condition to returning to the 
negotiations, Mr. Husseini said in 
a telephone interview with Israeli 
army radio. 

“There is great willingness to 
return and we hope there is great 
willingness among the Israelis to 
go to negotiations which could be 
fruitful,” Husseini said. 

“There are still some subjects 
which are unclear. We want to 
clarify them,” be added. 

Asked if the delegates were 
still demanding the return of the 
expellees as a condition for re- 
turning to the talks, Mr. Husseini 
said: 

“We say that all the people 
should return. We want it and it 
will be good, but this is not the 
condition.” 

The return of the exiles was the 
Palestinians’ main demand for 
returning to negotiations. 

Mr. Husseini said that a final 
decision had not yet been made 
about resuming negotiations. The 
U.S.-brokered talks are sche- 
duled to resume m Washington 
on April 20. 

“1 think that in a few days or a 
few boors there will be an 
answer/’ Mr. Husseini said, 
adding there were still matters to 
be clarified. 

Mr. Husseini telephoned army 
radio from Tunis, headquarters 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), to be inter- 
viewed. 

Under a compromise worked 
out by the United States, Mr. 
Husseini will reportedly become 
the leader of the (delegation once 
the negotiations resume. 


He is already in effect the 
delegation’s chief, but he has 
been denied a seat at the nego- 
tiating table because Israel has 
refused to allow Palestinians from 
Arab East Jerusalem into the 
talks. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres Friday dismissed as 
“ridiculous” the previous govern- 
ment’s view that negotiating with 
a Jerusalem Arab would -call into 
question Israel’s rule in East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Peres denied Israel bad 
ever excluded the possibility of 
Mr. Husseini joining the talks. 

“As a matter of fact Faisal 
Husseini is heading the Palesti- 
nian team .;. he is the man the 
United States is negotiating with 
and talking with and we have 
accepted the fact,” Mr. Peres siad 
in a radio interview. 

But Israel’s position on Arab 
East Jerusalem will not change, 
he. said. “We have decided on 
Jerusalem a clear decision, name- 
ly that Jerusalem will remain 
united as the capital of Israel 
under Israeli sovereignty. This is 
not going to be changed,”- Mr. 
Peres said. 

Appealing to Israeli listeners, 
Mr. Husseini told Israelis “peace 
will bring security, but security 
will not always bring peace.” 

Israel has kept two millio n 
Palestinians confined to the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since March 31 following a wave 
of attacks on Israelis. 

The move has strained Israeli 
agriculture, mainly the flower 
who rely on cheap Arab 
iut. It is also causing extreme 
hardship on Palestinians, many of 
whom depend on jobs in Israel. 

Israel Television said Friday 
night that political analysts in 
Israel assumed the government 
would agree to Mr. Husseini's 
inclusion in the Palestinian de- 
legation provided the Palestinians 
first announce they would go 

(Continued on page 5) 



Exiles warn negotiators 
against resuming talks 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinians expelled by 
Israel warned Palestinian nego- 
tiators Saturday they would be 
traitors if they returned to Middle 
East peace talks. 

“The return of the Palestinian 
delegation to the negotiating 
table on April 20 would be a great 
betrayal of the Palestinian people 
and Arab Nation,” said Abdul 
Aziz A1 Rantisi, leader of the 396 
men stud: in South Lebanon for 
115 days. 

“We warn the delegation 
against returning and we are sure 
that it will not,” added Dr. Ranti- 
si, a leader of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas which 
opposes all talks with Israel. 

The peace talks have been stal- 
led since Israel expelled the men 
on Dec. 17 and the exiles are 
worried they will be forgotten if 
the negotiations resume before 
they go home. 

Palestinian leader Faisal A1 
Husseini said on Saturday the 
Palestinians were willing to re- 
turn to the talks. 

He told Israel army radio a 
final didsion had not yet been 
made but the Palestinians were 
no longer demanding the return 
of all the exiles as a condition for 
returning to the talks. 

“We want to remind the 
Palestinian negotiators of pre- 
vious statements that they would 
not return to the negotiating table 
unless U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799 was implemented,” 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

The resolution demanded 
Israel immediately allow all of the 
men to return to the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion officials and Israeli sources 
said Thursday the United States 
had asked Israel to admit Mr. 
Husseini to the talks. 

Israel in the past objected to 
negotiating with Mr. Husseini 
and other Palestinians from Jeru- 
salem bn the grounds it would 
undermine its “daim” to the east 
of the dty. 

Dr. Rantisi said tiie move was a 
desperate and mistaken bid by 
Israel and the United States to 


dehide the Palestinians into be- 
lieving that the status of Jeru- 
salem would be negotiated. 

“The enemy underestimates 
that Palestinian mentality. It is a 
cheap attempt to cheat,” said Dr. 
Rantisi. 

Dr. Rantisi said supplies of 
drinking water were running out 
as mountain streams were drying 
up in the warmer weather. 

He warned that if the men felt 
their lives were in danger they 
would march on an Israeli check- 
point three kilometres south of 
their camp. ' 

Three exiles were hit by shrap- 
nel from shells when they mar- 
died on Zemraya-checkpoint four 
days after being expelled. 

Dr. Rantisi said a “misunder- 
standing” had been resolved with 
Sheikh Abdullah Shami, the lead- 
er of 35 members or sympathisers 
of the Islamic Jihad movement 
among the exiles. 

“Our greatest goal is Islam and 
Palestine. We overlook the mis- 
understandings to keep our 
aims,” said Sheikh Shami, stand- 
ing alongside Dr. Rantisi at a 
news conference in the exiles’ 
camp. 

A dispute between the leaders 
emerged on March 19 over how 
to mark “Jerusalem Day” de- 
clared by Iran. Sbeikh Sbami held 

separate news conferences and 
said Dr. Rantisi did not speak for 
all the men. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam and Lebanese 
leaders Saturday discussed pros- 
pects for Arabs resuming the 
peace talks with Israel this 
month. 

“We hope the region is 
approaching peace,” Mr. Kh ad- 
dam told reporters before meet- 
ing Lebanese . President. Elias 
Hrawi, Prime Minister Rafik AJ 
Hariri and Parliament 
Nabih Beni. 

“We have to wait for contacts 
undertaken by the Arabs and 
then ... Arabs foreign ministers 
meet in Damascus to decide 
whether to participate,” be said 
in Mr. Hrawi ’s eastern Lebanon 
hometown. ' 
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SEMBLANCE OF NORMALCY: Two Somali children play with a syringe on the waterfront at Mogadishu harbour Saturday as a 
Canadian relief ship carrying food aid sails in (AFP photo) 


Iraq denies firing on U.S. planes, 
accuses Washington of ‘provocation’ 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
Saturday denied that its troops 
had fired a day earlier on U.S. 
warplanes and accused the Amer- 
icans of “an aggressive and pro- 
vocative act” in bombing north- 
ern Iraq. 

Also Saturday, the 
government-run Iraqi newspaper 
AJ Jumhouriya charged that the 
United States hit a tourist site “to 
scare innocent civilians.” 

U.S. jets Friday dropped dus- 
ter bombs in northern Iraq after 
they reported being fired on by 
Iraqi anti-aircraft batteries. 

Friday’s incident was the first 
reported hostile exchange since 
Feb. 3, when two French F-l 
Mirage reconnaissance aircraft 
were fired upon, and the first 
time U.S. planes have been shot 
at since President Bill Clinton 
took office. 

Iraq said a soldier guarding a 
dam was wounded in the incident 
in the northern “no-fiy” zone, set 
up in April 1991 ostensibly to 
protect Kurdish rebels. 

It occurred near the Saddam 
Dam in the northern Nineveh 
province, which attracts numer- 
ous Iraqi vacationers, according 


to Iraqi reports. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted an official in the Foreign 
Ministry as saying Saturday' that 
U.S. allegations mat Iraqi troops 
fired on American jets were 
“totally untrue.” 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, insisted that Iraq’s un- 
ilateral ceasefire, proclaimed on 
the eve of Mr. Clinton’s inau- 
guration Jan. 20, remained in 
force. 

The Iraqi official “held the 
American side fully responsible 
towards this aggressive and pro- 
vocative act,” the agency said. 

Iraq last January had. issued 
similar denials after U.S. pilots 
fired in response to reported Iraqi 
anti-aircraft fire or “lock-ons” by 
Iraqi radar. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Les 
Aspm later acknowledged that in 
one January incident, an Amer- 
ican pilot thought he was fired on 
but the Pentagon was not certain. 

In an editorial comment, Al- 
Jumhouriya accused the United 
States of “aggressive provoca- 
tions” and added that the actions 
“reflect the cowardice of the 
aggressors and their criminal be- 


haviour in bombing tourist cities 
in an attempt to scare innocent 
civilians.” 

The- paper suggested -that the 
United States and its British and 
French allies had been angered 
by a recent demonstration in 
Nineveh province in support of 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

In another editorial, A1 
Jumhouriya called for bringing a 
lawsuit against former U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and European 
and Arab leaders who supported 
the 1991 “Desert Storm" cam- 
paign that ended Iraq’s seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait. 

It mentioned French President 
Francois Mitterrand; former Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and current premier, 
John Major; King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, and retired U.S. General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, who com- 
manded the allied forces. 

It urged “families of martyrs 
and all Iraqis... to raise legal 
lawsuits against criminals of the 
leaders of the alliance of aggres- 
sion against Iraq.” 

It said that such suits could 
help convince the West to drop 
the economic embargo imposed 


on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. “Keeping silent is a 
crime in itself," the editorial con- 
cluded. 

The U.S. officials said 
Washington was determined to 
rigorously enforce the “no-fly’ 
zones in Iraq. 

“The United States and our 
coalition partners remain deter- 
mined to enforce all relevant 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions and the various mea- 
sures that were enacted to en- 
force them, including the two 
no-fly zones,” State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
Friday. 

“When threatened, U.S. forces 
will respond as they did,” said 
White House Press Secretary Dee 
Dee Myers. 

She said Mr. Clinton was keep- 
ing in touch with developments 
while in Little Rock, and Scran- 
ton, where he was attending 
funeral services for his father-in- 
law. 

An administration official, 
speaking on the condition of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Libya: No 
surrender 
of Pan Am 
suspects 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Libya’s envoy to the Arab 
League was quoted Saturday as 
saying his country would not sur- 
render two suspects in the Lock- 
erbie bombing despite a Security 
Council decision to continue 
sanctions. 

"The surrender of daimed sus- 
pects in the bombing of the Pan 
Am jet over Lockerbie is totally 
unacceptable,” Ibrahim A! 
Bishari told Bahrain’s Ai Ayam 
newspaper. 

Mr. Bishari. who is based in 
Cairo where the Arab League is 
headquartered, expressed Libya’s 
willingness to cooperate with the 
new U.S. administration of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

“We are ready to cooperate 
with it (the U.S. administration) 
as we said before and with the 
international community to reach 
a settlement acceptable to all 
parties involved.” Mr. Bishari 
told Al Ayam. 

Libyan demonstrators pre- 
sented petitions to several embas- 
sies in Tripoli protesting renewal 
of sanctions sharply curbing nor- 
mal life in the country. 

Tripoli Radio said “tens of 
thousands of angry masses” deli- 
vered messages at the embassies 
and the Tripoli office of the Un- 
ited Nations. Diplomats said by 
telephone that crowds were far 
smaller, kept peaceful bv a heavy 
police presence. 

In April 1992. leading up to the 
April 15 startup date for the 
restrictions on air travel, di- 
plomatic relations and arms sales, 
mobs ransacked the Venezuelan 
embassy and protested at the 
Russian, French, Italian and 
other missions. Security forces 
did not intervene. 

Venezuela held the presidency 
of the U.N. Security Council 
when it voted the sanctions to 
force surrender of the two Li- 
byans indicted in the 198S bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am flight over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that killed 
270 people. 

The council extended the sanc- 
tions unchanged Thursday for 
three months, despite U.S. press- 
ure to add on an oil embargo. 
Tripoli Radio said the demonstra- 
tions were spontaneous outpour- 
ings of popular rage. 

As tne messages were deli- 
vered, Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi met separately with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and an envoy of President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iran ready to send arms to Bosnia 


ZAGREB (R) — Iran’s par- 
liamentary leader said Saturday 
Tehran would be one of the first 
countries to supply weapons to 
Bosnia’s Muslims if the United 
Nations lifted its arms embargo. 

Adi Akbar Nateq-Nouri, who 
met President Fran jo Tudjman 
and government ministers during 
a two-day visit to Croatia, ac- 
cused Bosnia’s Serbs of aggres- 
sion, comparing them to Israelis 
in what he called their desire to 
occupy as much territory as possi- 
ble. 

Asked if Iran would be pre- 
pared to send weapons to Bos- 
nia's Muslims, Mr. Nateq-Nouri 
told a news conference: “We 
respect the principle set by the 
United Nations but if they lift the 
embargo we would be one of the 


first to supply Bosnia with arms.” 
But, hinting that some coun- 
tries might not be prepared to 
wait indefinitely, be added: “Un- 
less the international community 
stops the war, nobody can 
guarantee that the arms embargo 
will still be respected.” 

U.S. Senator Joseph Biden. 
sent on a fact-finding tour of 
Bosnia by President Bfll Clinton, 
said in Zagreb Thursday he 
would urge the president to seek 
to end tne arms embargo. 

Some Muslim states have been 
accused of smuggling arms into 
Bosnia to provide fighters with 
extra firepower against the 
better-armed Serbs in the former 
Yugoslav republic’s year-long 
civil war. 

An Iranian Boeing 747 was 


detained at Zagreb’s Pleso air- 
port in September after arms 
were found hidden among relief 
supplies sent from Tehran for 
Bosnia. The plane was able to 
leave after the U.N. Security 
Council ordered the arms to be 
destroyed. 

Croatia's Parliamentary Presi- 
dent Stipe Mesic told the news 
conference that the U.N. arms 
embargo, imposed against the 
whole of former Yugoslavia after 
fighting broke out in Slovenia and 
Croatia in 1991, rewarded the 
Serbs. 

Serb rebels backed by the 
Yugoslav national army had ac- 
cess to a vast armoury stored in 
barracks across the federation, he 
said. 


2,500 Yemenis fight for 301-seat assembly 


SANAA (R) — About 2,500 
Yemenis, including 200 women, 
will run in the country’s first 
multi-party elections for a 301- 
seat parliament, officials said 
Wednesday. 

A 10-day registration period 
ended Tuesday and diplomats ex- 
pect Islamists, who are poorly 
represented in the current parlia- 
ment, to emerge as a major pow- 
er. 

Election official Ahmad Al 
Soufi said the final number of 
candidates would be announced 
Sunday but he estimated 2,500 
would run in the April 27 elec- 
tions. 

The Yemeni Gathering for Re- 
form, the country’s biggest pro- 
Saudi Islamic opposition party, is 
the only party fielding a 


rlatg in each constituency. 

Most candidates are standing 
as independents although some 
40 pofitkal parties are competing, 
Mr. Soufi said. 

Many of the independents have 
party affiliations but analysts say 
Yemeni voters prefer to elect a 
candidate on his own virtues. 

Former Marxist South Yemen, 
ruled by the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) and conservative 
North Yemen under President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s General 
People’s Congress (GPC), 
merged in May 1990. 

The YSP, which has renounced 
Marxism, and the GPC have been 
sharing power since and relin- 
quished totalitarian rule. 

They allowed opposition par- 
ties to function freely, guaranteed 


press freedom and repeatedly 
promised fair elections. 

The biggest number of female 
candidates is concentrated in 
Aden, the southern capital, 
where 18 women are competing 
with more than 300 men for 11 
seats. 

Mr. Soufi said the number of 
influential tribal leaders in the 
race was not large and they are 
not expected to become a deri- 
sive political power. 

“AH tribal chiefs, in harmony 
with Yemen’s historic traditions, 
are guaranteed winners in their 
constituencies,” be said. 

Leaders of the two ruling par- 
ties have pledged to accept the 
poll results if it means they must 
-give up power. 


Fighting in Kabul as 
peace envoy arrives 


KABUL (R) — A senior Pakista- 
ni diplomat flew into Kabul 
Saturday to try to revive a flag- 
ging peace pact after a night of 
the fiercest fighting in the shell- 
shattered Afghan capital for 
several weeks. 

Akram Zaki. Pakistani 
secretary-general for foreign 
affairs, told reporters the aim of 
his visit was to defuse mounting 
tension among the fractious Mu- 
jahedeen parties which signed a 
Pakistani-brokered peace accord 
in Islamabad last month. 

Mr. Zaki, Pakistan’s most 
senior diplomat, said a lack of 
progress in implementing the 
peace pact since the leaders re- 
turned to Afghanistan had 
prompted his visit. 

Hospitals said at least eight 
people were injured overnight in 
heavy shelling that began in the 
western suburbs Friday evening 
and raged into Saturday morning. 

“It was the worst night of 
fighting for some weeks,” said 
Abdul Hussain, a resident of the 
western suburb of Kote Sanghe. 

Residents blamed the Sunni 
Muslim Inehad-e-lslami group. 

Clashes between Ittehad and 
its Shiite-Musiim Hezb-e-Wahdat 
rivals have erupted sporadically 
for months in the west where the 
two bitter enemies have their 
headquarters. 

The Defence Ministry said it 
(fid not know who was responsi- 
ble. 

Mr. Zaki held talks with Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani in the 
morning and later met Mr. Rab- 


bani's arch-foe. Prime Minis: 
designate Gulbuddin Hekmaty 

D:iT:r’nces emerged betwe 
Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hekmar 
within days of the peace acct 
over composition of the n 
cabinet and who would hold \ 
powerful post of defence mir 
ter. 

The two met on Thursday 1 
failed to break their deadlocl 

Under the accord. Mr. Hi 
mafyar was to name his cabii 
within two weeks in consultati 
with Mr. Rabbani, but talks wi 
delayed by religious holidays s 
the failure of the leaders to me 

Mr. Hekmatyar said last Frit 
he had completed and sent to h 
Rabbani a cabinet list a 
announced the dissolution of i 
year-old Islamic government. 

Mr. Rabbani refused to con 
ly, saying Mr. Hekmatvar had i 
consulted all the parties. 

Hekmatyar refused to reveal i 
cabinet list. 

Diplomats have warned 
more fighting in Kabul unless h 
Rabbani and Mr. Hekmatyar c 
agree on the defence ministe 

Mr. Rabbani has insisted 
retaining his current defer 
minister, Ahmad Shah Masot 
who has held the job since i 
guerrillas seized power from i 
former communist govemmi 
last April. Mr. Hekmatyar 1 
vowed to sack him. 

Mr. Hekmatyar's forces i 
gaged government troops loyal 
Masood in bloody battles for a 
trol of Kabul that ended only w 
last month’s peace pact. 
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Easter means reunion for 
many ‘exiled’ Israeli Arabs 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

IRQ IT, Israel — Every Eas- 
ter Sunday thousands of 
Arab Christians gather in 
stone-walled churches in Irqit 
and Kufr Birim . surrounded 
by the ruins of their hilltop 
villages. 

Under 45-year-old Israeli 
orders, they cannot linger. 
After prayers for a return to 
their old homes and chats 
among the former villagers, 
the Arabs disperse to resume 
their ''exile” in homes scat- 
tered across Israel. 

Ever since Israel ordered 
them to leave their villages in 
1948 for two weeks because 
of army operations bn the 
nearby border with Lebanon. 
Iqrir and Kufr Birim villagers 
have lived in hope of return- 
ing. 

After Israel sent warplanes 
and army sappers to destroy 
the two villages on Christmas 
Eve in 1951, villagers began 
returning on Christian holi- 
days for what they call a 
family reunion. 

"My only wish is to come 
back to my village before I 
die.” said Awni Isbait. 66. 
one of a thousand Israeli 
Arabs who consider the old 
Greek Catholic village of 
iqrit as home. 


“We have become so much 
attached to our villages and 
lands in a manner I find hard 
to explain,” said Imtanis 
Aiyoub, 62, a successful 
building contractor from 
Kufr Birim who now lives in 
the village of Jish. Three 
thousand others share his 
attachment to the Maronite 
settlement of Kufr Birim. 

“We are refugees in our 
own country," Mr. Aiyoub 
said. 

For nearly half a century. 
Iqrit and Kufr Birim villagers 
have petitioned successive 
Israeli governments, mar- 
ched in protests, squatted on 
their former land and clashed 
with the police. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin appears as reluctant as 
his predecessors to let the 
villagers return, but under 
pressure from his leftist coali- 
tion partner Meretz he has 
set up a ministerial commit- 
tee to discuss the issue. 

“I am quite optimistic ab- 
out it this rime,” said Meretz 
member Dedi Zucker, head 
of the parliamentary law 
committee that is also study- 
ing the fate of the villages. 

While Iqrit and Kufr Birim 
villagers see their case as a 
humanitarian issue of “cor- 
recting an injustice,” Israelis 


fear establishing a precedent 
for hundreds of thousands of 
Arab refugees who lost their 
homes in the 1948 war. 

"It wouldn't be a big deal 
to return a few thousand peo- 
ple back to their homes. 
However, this issue touches 
on the fears and concerns of 
many Israelis,” said Mr.. 
ZuckeT. 

Like hundreds of Arab vil- 
lages, Iqrit and Kufr Birim 
were depopulated after Jew- 
ish forces drove Arab armies 
from the former British col- 
ony. to establish the Jewish 
state in 1948. 

But unlike most Palesti- 
nians, who were scattered 
across neighbouring Arab 
countries, residents of Iqrit 
and Kufr Birim remained in 
Israel, close enough to see 
their villages every day. 

Two weeks after their con- 
quest, Jewish forces put 
women and children on army 
trucks and took them to near- 
by villages for “two weeks.” 
Weeks turned to months. 
Even after the new state 
signed armistice agreements 
with Arab countries in 1949, 
Israel refused to allow them 
back. 

Villagers from the com- 
munities thought they had 
won in 1951 when the high 



Cboir boys enter the Manger Square for rdigkms 
celebrations in occapied Jerusalem under the 
watcfafti] eyes of Israeli soldiers. The show of 
strength by the occupation authorities has always 


occupied territories, 
army’s grip on the 




rebg^oos celebration in the 
a reminder of the Israeli 
land (File photo) 


court ruled in favour of their 
return, But the state simply 
declared tire villages a closed 
military zone. 1 

The next Christinas Eve. 
Israeli warplanes and sappers 
went to work. Mr. Aiyoub 
said Kufr Birim villagers 
stood on a hill, now named 
the “Crying Hill,” watching 
the bombs fall. 

“I can never forget that 
day. Ail of us — more than 
1,000 people at the time — 
stood on the hill crying. With 
each explosion, I felt my 


heart was being ripped 
apart,” Mr. Aiyoub said. 

The houses were rubble 
but the churches bad escaped 
the worst. Walls of the Irqit 
church still stood while the 
Maronite church in Kufr 
Birim required only minor 
repairs. 

With Israeli authorities 
turning a blind eye, the chur- 
ches were restored and main- 
tained as the focus of a dream 
of return. 

Easter, Christmas, special 
occasions draw the villagers 


to their old home. A couple 
recently flew from Chicago to 
take wedding vows m the 
Kufr Birim church. 

Older people, who were 
raised atop the lush green 
bills of what is now northern 
Israel, routinely leave wills 
requesting burial in the old 
villages erf Iqrit and Birim. 

“So far, we have won the 
right to go back when we are 
dead. Now we have to win 
.that right sooner,” said Mr. 
Isbait, hoping to live in Iqrit 
before he dies. 


Moroccan 


Britain foils Iranian air force bid 


LONDON — British customs 
have smashed an ambitious 
plot by the Iranian air force 
to manufacture in Britain 
thousands of components vit- 
al to keep its fighters flying. 

Coming at the same time as 
a tightening of British con- 
trols on defence-related ex- 
ports to Iran and soon after 
the writer Salman Rushdie 
held his first-ever meeting 
with a British government 
minister, the customs opera- 
tion seems certain to affect 
London's relations with 
Tehran. 

At the heart of the affair is 
DBI Ltd. a small firm based 
near Maidenhead, west of 
London. The company is run 
by Canadian-born Richard 
Patrick, 75, a former wing 
commander in the Royal Air 
Force. 

Abftut a year 'ago the firm 
won a rolling order from Iran 
for turbine blades for Gener- 
al Electric J85 turbojets — 


the type of engine which 
powers the Iranian air force’s 
65 ageing F-5 fighters, sup- 
plied by the United States in 
the days of the Shah. 

Each engine has scores of 
turbine blades. Their func- 
tion is to force air into the 
engine at high pressure, and 
they must be machined to 
extremely high levels of 
accuracy. 

Customs have seized about 
12,000 blades with a sale 
value of about £1 million. 
The customer was the Tehran 
government's Foreign Pro- 
curement Management Cen- 
tre, although the end-user 
was to be the air force. 

The orders were not for 
genuine General Electric 
(GE) blades but for 1 reverse- 
engineered copies manufac- 
tured in Britain without GE's 
permission. The U.S. com- 
pany is deeply displeased and 
has been co-operating closely 
with the British Customs op- 


eration. 

Customs’ enquiries are 
continuing and more than 
one person is expected to be 
charged with violating the 
ban on arms supplies to 
Tehran. More firms could 
come under suspicion as the 
full picture emerges. 

It is not the first time that 
Mr. Patrick has come to the 
attention of customs. In the 
late 1980s he and another of 
his firms were fined about 
£40,000 for shipping military 
equipment to Iran via Lon- 
don's Heathrow airport. The 
transactions were uncovered 
during a crack-down on illicit 
sales to Iran code-named Op- 
eration Ami (an anagram of 
Iran). 

Customs have declined to 
comment on the latest case, 
explaining: “We do not dis- 
cuss investigations which may 
be in progress.” — CAABU 
Bulletin 


Iraq to ask 
OPEC for 
reparations 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq win ask 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) mem- 
bers to compensate it for the 
estoppage of its oil exports since 
it invaded Kuwait in 1990, the 
government newspaper A1 
Jumhouriyah reported Saturday. 

“The ministry of oil reiterated 
its serious endeavour to request 
OPEC members to pay repara- 
tions for the periods exports of oD 
came to a halt,” the newspaper 
quoted an Oil Ministry source as 
saying. The source said Iraq will 
demand ..damages particularly 
from countries busting OPEC 
production quotas. 

Iraqi oil officials have repe- 
atedly stressed that immediately 
after the U.N. embargo against 
Iraq is lifted they will request an 
extra quota to make up for Bagh- 
dad's absence from the market. 


‘Time not on side 
of peacemakers’ 


LONDON — Writing after visit- 
ing the occupied territories, the 
director of the Council for the 
Advancement of Arab British 
Understanding (AABU), Ber- 
nard Mills, has warned Foreign 
Office Minister of State Douglas 
Hogg that the peace process 
could falter unless the Israelis 
took substantive steps to improve 
the sitution. 

“My overall impression is that 
of weariness and an intense, sin- 
cere desire for peace amongst the 
adult population — but not at any 
price,” he wrote. “The resump- 
tion of the peace talks with 
Palestinian participation must be 
preceded by a substantial im- 
provement of the conditions 
under which the population -is 
living and by a serious discussion 
agenda on the table in Washing- 
ton." 

Mr. Mills stressed: “In the abs- 
ence of these two conditions, it is 
doubtful that the negotiators will 
have the support of the bulk of 


the Palestinian population, the 
under-25s, without whose con- 
currence any interim agreement 
reached there will be worthless.* 

During his trip the CAABlTs 
director conferred with a wide 
range of Palestinian and other 
officials, including five members 
of the Palestinian delegation to 
the Middle East peace talks: 
Hanan Ashrawi, Sari Nuseibeh, 
Haidar Abdul Shaft, Zakaria 
Agah and Freij Abu Meidain. He 
returned via Oiro, where he met 
with Esmat Abdul Meguid, the 
Arab League secretary-general. 

Urging the British government 
to "do all in its power” to per- 
suade the Israelis to show flexibil- 
ity “to allow the peace talks to be 
resumed, in. the '.right atmosphere 
and for tangible progress to be 
made on all fronts,” Mr. Mills 
stressed: “Time, I fear, is not on 
the side of the peace makers: We 
cannot let this, possibly the last 
opportunity, slip by.” — 
CAABU Bulletin 


Iranian rebels wait in wings for Tehran regime to crumble 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 
ASH RAF CAMP. Iraq — On 
the hot, dusty plains northeast 
of Baghdad, thousands of Ira- 
nian rebels are wailing impa- 
tiently to strike across Iran's 
border to bring down a regime 
they believe is on its last legs. 

The National Liberation 
Army (NLA) of Iran is the 
military wing of the 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, the 
Tehran regime's most implac- 
able foes. 

The Mujahedecn are bracing 
for a new wave of assaults 
across Iran because, as they 
see it. the regime is tottering — 
beset by a deepening economic 
crisis, political in-fighting and 
growing discontent among 
Iran's 60 million people. 

“It’s going to be very soon. 
You'll see an upsurge in our 
activities." Mohammad 
Mohaddes&in. a senior aide of 
Mujahedeen leav.- ■ .• 

Rajavi. told the Associated 
Press during a visit to Ashraf 
Camp. 

That may he little more than 
wishful thinking by the Mu- 


jahedeen, whose military 
foroes have seen little action 
since 1988. 

There is little doubt that 
Iran’s economy is in bad shape, 
with most of the population 
living below the poverty line 
and increasingly restive. 

But despite widespread pro- 
tests and demonstrations in 
Iran, recent visitors to Tehran 
have seen no sign that the 
government is about to fall 
apart. 

Still, Ashraf, one of five 
NLA bases along the frontier, 
is abuzz with a sense of im- 
pending action. 

The eucalyptus-ringed base 
lies 150 kilometres northeast of 
Baghdad and SO kilometres 
west of the Iranian border. 

“People think we're only a 
thorn in the side of the mul- 
lahs' regime," said Ozra Alavi 
Taleghani. a 38-year-old 
mother of two children and the 
NLA's deputy commander. 

“But we’re ready to join in 
overthrowing the Tehran reg- 
ime. This isn’t the time to talk 
about how or when, but the 
time's ripe and we’re ready.” 


Mujahedeen officials decline 
to say what the NLA's strength 
is. But diplomats in Baghdad 
believe it’s probably around 
15,000. Many are women. 

Ag.rinst Iran's 500,000- 
strong armed forces, the NLA 
dearly could not bring down 
the regime on its own, and the 
various opposition factions, 
ranging from monarchists to 
leftists like the Mujahedeen, 
remain badly fragmented 14 
years after the revolution. 

Still, Mr. Mohaddessin, 
director of the Mujahedeen 's 
International Relations De- 
partment. said the rebels will 
move on Tehran once its sym- 
pathisers inside Iran cripple 
the country with sabotage and 
strikes and the people rise 
against the government. 

He said conditions inside 
Iran make them optimistic 
"this regime will soon be 
going, and the NLA’s in a 
position to deliver the fatal 
blow," he said. “We believe 
1993 will be a very derisive 
year.” 

Government operations 
against Mujahedeen suppor- 


ters inside Iran and the regim- 
e’s assassination of key opposi- 
tion figures abroad indicate 
that Tehran views them as a 
threat. 

But how much support the 
rebels enjoy inside Iran is im- 
possible to gauge. 

The leftist Mujahedeen were 
allies of Ayatollah RuhoUah 
Khomeini’s Islamic fun- 
damentalists during the 1978- 
79 revolution that toppled the 
late Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi. 

But after the revolution. 
Ayatollah Khomeini turned on 
them and other non- 
fundamentalist allies. 
Thousands were slain in fero- 
cious fighting before the Mu- 
jahedeen were defeated. Mr. 
Rajavi was driven into exile, 
first in France and then Iraq. 

The Mujahedeen say they 
carried out bombings through- 
out Iran last-year and orga- 
nised riots in several major 
cities. 

But diplomats in Tehran and 
reliable Iranian journalists say 
that the big protests were 
largely spontaneous and. 


though critical of government 
policies, were not aimed at 
toppling the regime. 

The NLA is no ragtag army. 
The units seen by correspon- 
dents were a highly organised 
and disciplined force. The 
NLA also has armour, artilleiy 
and missiles, most of which it 
says were captured from the 
Iranians during the 1980-88 
Iran-Iraq war. 

The NLA insists it is an 
independent force and not just 
a cat’s paw of Iraq. But it 
clearly cannot mount cross- 
border operations without 
Baghdad’s approval and is 
heavily dependent on Iraq for 
supplies. 

The rebels carried out sever- 
al major incursions into west- 
ern Iran in the closing stages of 
the 1980-88 and by all accounts 
fonght well. 

But since it ended, Iraq 
halted NLA operations and 
has kept them on a tight leash, 
even though relations with 
Tehran are strained. 

Despite this, U.S. officials 
say Iran is trading with Iraq in 
defiance of U.N. sanctions. 


So. in the short term, it’s 
unlikely that Iraq is going to 
jeopardize that vital link by 
unleashing the NLA again. But 
the mutual distrust is deep and 
conditions could easily change. 

Because of their enforced 
military inactivity since 1988, 
the Mujahedeen are driving to 
bolster their international poli- 
tical profile — no easy task 
given their alliance with Iraq. 

For a decade, Washington 
has kept them at arm’s length, 
citing their attacks on Amer- 
icans daring the Shah’s reign. 

The Mujahedeen contend 
the killings were the work of 
factions now split from the 
organisation. 

With Washington voicing in- 
creasing alarm about Iran’s 
military buildup and Tehran’s 
alleged involvement in terror- 
ism, they hope Bill Qinton’s 
administration will turn their 
way. They recently launched a 
television ad campaign in the 
United States. 

But the administration has 
yet to make any public pledge 
of support and, Washington 
officials stress, is unlikely to. 


f molesting boys 


RABAT (AP) — Still showed by 
a huge sex crimes scandal involv- 
ing police, Morocco plunged into 
another sordid affair Friday 
where a police officer is accused 
of molesting at least 20 boys. 

Prosecutors heard evidence 
against police officer Bouchafo 
Aibad in the town of A1 Jadid, 
190 kilometres south of Rabat, to 
determine whether to charge him 
with death-penalty crimes. 

At 12 alleged accomplices 
are under investigation. Their 
identities and roles remain un- 
clear. 

The case comes less than a 
month after a police commission- 
er was sentenced to death for 
coercing more than 500 women 
and girls into sexual acts he 
videotaped. Sixteen other peo- 
ple, including several police offic- 
er, received prison terms. 

The government Friday ban- 
ned a march scheduled for Sun- 
day by women’s groups in Rabat 
to protest the abuse of Moroccan 
women they say was revealed by 
\be first case. No reason for the 
ban was given. 

The scandals have shaken pub- 
lic confidence in the powerful- 
police, often accused of torture 
by human-rights groups, and led 
to renewed calls for crabs on their 
powers. 

Mr. Arbad was accused of 
rape March 31 by two young 
men rimming to have been his 
victims. 

According to die Moroccan 


ptaoi 

Socn 


press, lie admits to having 
assaulted quuktods minors since 
1983 , but does not remember the 
exact number. Prosecutors have 
identified at least 28 so far. _ - 
A search of Mr. Arbad s sgart- 
— uts reportedly turned up 247 
.otographs taken of his victims, 
ime were nude and bound wit|| 

Ttfe Moroccan press reported 
that Mr. Arbad used his service 
handcuffs and revolver in sub- 
doing bis alleged victims. Some 
were reportedly attacked before 
being booked at police stations 
Hundreds of people, some who 
walked the 15 kilometres from 
Azemmour, gathered outside the 
A1 Jadid courthouse from dawn 
Friday as prosecutors grilled Mr. 
Arbiud for a second day. 

The case remains in the 
evidence-gathering stage, bui 
prosecutors are reportedly work : j 
mg towards bringing charges qt« 
rape with violence against 
minors, a capital offense, accord^ 
big to the press. " 

Last month, Casablanca Police 
Commissioner Haj Mohammad 
Mustafa Tabet was sentenced to 
death for luring or forcing more 
than 500 women and girls into an 
apartment he kept for sexual 
exploits. 

Investigators found 118 video 
cassettes, made over several 
years with cameras hidden in tire 
walls. Copies of some cassettes 
were reportedly sold on an under? 
ground market. 


Kuwaiti court clears Al Qabas In security case 

KUWAIT (AP) — A state security court ruled Saturday that the 
independent Ai Qabas newspaper did not violate the national 
security laws by acmiiring and publishing a list of m i litar y 
appointments. Editor Mohammad Al Saqr hailed the ruling as a 
victory for press freedom. “We knew we were innocent and the law 
suit was a spiteful one from the Defence Ministry,” he said. 
Defence Ministry spokesmen declined comment The ministry took 
the newspaper to court last April after it published a list of 192 
officers appointed to high-level army posts, including intelligence 
and operations. Kuwait’s defence minister. Sheikh Ali AI Sabah, 
was reportedly livid, and high-ranking officers accused Al Qabas of 
.giving Iraq and other hostile regimes military information “on a 
gold platter.” Mr. Saqr and Khdair Al Inizi, the reporter who 
acquired the list, could have faced fines and long jail sentences if 
convicted, and the paper could have been dosed down. During the 
trial, they insisted that the information was not stamped confiden- 
tial and that part of it was published in a Defence Ministry 
magazine. Al Qabas, the country’s only independent daily, has 
I campaigned for the resignation of officers who fled their posts 
when Ifeiqf janlcs rolled into Kuwaij jpn Aug. 2, 1990. The emirate’s 
small army collapsed within hours^of the invarion: -j 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 




Kuwait, U.S. and Bfitian start exercises 

KUWAIT (R) — The United States, Kuwait and Britain started 
joint naval exercises off Kuwait Saturday as part of defence pacts 
signed after die Gulf war. The U.S. Central Command in the Gulf 
said 700 U.S. personnel were taking part in the seven-day exercise 
codenamed “Eager Sentry 93-3.” A Kuwaiti Defence Ministry 
official said the exercise was part of “continuous military coopera- 
tion between the three countries.” He said two Kuwaiti vessels, 
Istighial and Ghroufa, were taking part in the exercise but would 
not give the number of Kuwaiti personnel involved. The U.S. 
statement said the exercise “will demonstrate U.S. seaborne 
capabilities and the continuing U.S. commitment to the security 
and stability of the Gulf.” Kuwait announced Thursday that! 
Kuwaiti and U.S. armed forces would start one month of war] 
games in the Kuwaiti desert on April 15 involving 3,000 infantry-] 
from the two countries. The war games are the latest in a series 
held since Kuwait signed defence pacts with the United States,: 
Britain and France after a U.S.-led alliance drove Iraqi foroes out 
of Kuwait in February 1991. 

Denktash clears Turkish troops from shooting.] 

NICOSIA (AP) — Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash denied. 
Friday Greek Cypriot reports that blamed Turkish troops for the 
fatal shooting of a Greek Cypriot soldier. He said it was a Turkish 
Cypriot soldier who opened fire. “I am sure he (the Turkish-] 
Cypriot soldier) is also sorry for claiming a life. But what else could 
he do to someone who approached his position despite warn-, 
mgs...? Mr. Denktash told a political rally here. The Greek' 
Cypriot national guardsman was killed in the no-man’s land inj 
war-divided Cyprus Thursday night. “We arc sorry. It should not 
happen. The Greek soldier should not walk towards the Turkish, 
position and he should behave in a more disciplined manner,” Mr: 
Denktash said. Cyprus was divided into northern Turkish and 
southern Greek Cypriot sectors when Turkish troops invaded the 
island following an Athens-backed coup for union with Greece in 
1984. Mr. Denktash is scheduled to open peace talks with tbe- 
newly elected Greek Cypriot President Glafcos derides on May 24 
in new York. “I hope the Greek side wiU not exaggerate tbe>, 
incident,” Mr. Denktash said, seeking to avoid any harm to the] 
peace process. The incident was the first fetal shooting on the] 
mvidmg green line since 1989, when a Greek Cypriot guardsman 
shot dead a Turkish soldier. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77.11 II- IV 

PROGRAMME TWO 


17 38 Rcvcs d'enfanb 

17:40 Lo Cl& dc Fori Boyard 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Ll Jowruil de L'htstoirc 

\9z30 News in Hebrew 

20HW News in Arabic 

2fe3Q Executive Stress 

21:10 Document*™ 

2190 News in English 

22:20 Voltaire 

PRAYER TIMES 

94:48 Fajr 

OfcMf /Sunrise) Dvha 

1237 Dfauhr 

16:13 'Asr 

19:16 Maghreb 

2036 ‘Isha’ 


CHURCHES 


of Nmvcth Church Swettfch* 

ftes of God Church n Tel. 

lb Church Tel. 024590. 
of th e Anoandmtkra Tel. 

Dc Church Tel. 661757 
Church Tel : 622366 
of the AnuandftthM Tel. 


A hr0cx Conn* Tel. 630K51. TcJ. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chirch Tel. 
775261. 

$L Eph raim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Imerudoml Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jam Christ of Latter- 
Oaf Saints Tcf. 823S24. 654932 
Church of Nasmrtne Td. 675691. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and relatively 
cold, while winds will be northwesterly 
moderate to fresh, causing dust in 
desert areas. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate add seas Qlm. 


MiniMaXi temp. 

Amman 8/18 

Aqaba 14/27 

Deserts 5/22 

Jordan VaQcy 12/25 

Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 
man 20, Aqaba 31, Humidity readings: 
Amman 37 per ccrtL Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Mahmoud Ameer ........... 888883 

Dr. Abdul AzizTaboun 658081 

Dr. Jamal Al Ja’bari 796460 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ghoul 790730 

Firas pharmacy ■—■I... ■ ... 661912 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

Al AKma pharmacy 637055 

Naitimkh|>hanmKy .............. 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 6jM945 

Shmasard pharmacy ... — ...... 637660 

Najib pharmacy — 847632 


ntBnh 

Dr. frjaAlQoda 
Alq uds pharmacy .. 

ZARQA: r 

Dr. Misbah Hijjawi 
Khalifch pharmacy 




EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defame Immediate 

Rescue. .. 630341 

Ov3 Defame Emcracncy ........... 199 

Rescue PoGoc 192. 621 111.637777 

FErc Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police — 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pob&eSecnrity Department 63 0321 

Hotel Cmqplanils ................ 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Comptalats 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complahns 7871 U 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcpahs 623101 

A bdaE Telephone Repairs — 661301 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 „ 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan EJcctrioty Authority 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information ........ 08-53200 

Ouecn Alb Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 




Hutson Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhdBdi Maternity, J. Amn .„ 644281/6 
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Zarqa National 
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IRMD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
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Airport Td. (06)53200-5. where k 
shook! always be verified. 
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AMMAN (Petra) - — Members of 
ihe Palestine National Council 
jPNC) in Jordan Saturday voiced 
their complete rejection and con- 
demnation of “the state of war 
and siege waged by the Israeli 

occupation authorities against the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip." 

In a statement issued in Am- 
man Saturday following a meet- 
ing, PNC members residing in 
Jordan called on the United Na-. 
Hons, its Security Council and 
permanent members of the 
Security Council to condemn all 
Israeli malpractices, to imple- 
ment international legitimacy re- 
giutious and to provide interna- 
tional protection for the Palesti- 
nian people under the auspices of 
die U.N. and in accordance with 
international charters and con- 
ventions until a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied terri- 
tories is achieved. 

■ The PNC members also urged 
ihe international community and 
Jbe U.N. in their statement, 
which was read by Deputy PNC 
Speaker Salem Al Zaanoun in 
Amman, to force Israel to imple- 
ment the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion of 1949 on the treatment of 
Civilians living under occnpation. 

; They also called on the Arab 
governments and the Arab 
League to intervene with all 
countries, regional and interna- 
tional organisations and the U.N. 
secretary general to work on 
lifting the economic siege im- 
posed on the Palestinian people 
m the occupied territories. The 
PNC members called for conven- 
ing ah extraordinary meeting of 
die Arab Parliamentary Union 
and world parliamentarians in 
Order to denounce the “inhuman 
Israeli measures against the 
Palestinian people.” 

They also demanded that the 
U.N. work on providing food and 
amedical supplies to the Palestinian 
people and that the United Na- 
tions Works and Relief Agency 
(UNRWA) increase its assistance 
to Palestinian refugees. 

1 ’An'orher demand by the 
Palestinian parliamentarians Was”- 


that the .Arab labour ministers, 
who are in Amman to participate 
m the Arab Labour Conference 
establish an Arab Fund to. sup- 
port Palestinian labourers. 


incident 
in south 

By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A woman tourist 
from Switzerland who was shot 
and wounded while on her way to 
the southern town of Tafila Fri- 
day night, was reported to be m 
relatively good condition yester- 
day and is expected to leave 
hospital soon. 

Abdullah Hiari, director of the 
Al Hussein Medical Centre 
where the patient has been 

undergoing treatment for injuries 

sustained in the incident, told the 
Jordan Times that the woman 
was improving fast and could be 
discharged in a few days. 

Earlier Saturday, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
the Regent and Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker visited 
the patient in hospital and were 
assured of her good condition. 

They wished her a speedy re- 
covery. The woman, Anna 
Amacber of Bern, said she was 
travelling to Tafila along with two 
other Swiss women, when a angle 
man blocked the path of their car 
trying to stop it. 

When the women refused to 
stop their car, the assailant 
opened fire from a hand gun 
injuring the woman in the bade 
seat. 

The man, who was wearing an 
Arab beadress, wounded her in 
the arm and abdomen, Ms. 
Amacher told the Associated 
Press from her hospital bed. “I 
have no idea for what reason I 
was shot at,” said the black- 
haired tourist who said she is 34 
years old.” He was crazy.” 

Looking pale and weak, she 
said she worked as a secretary at 
the Swiss consulate in London 
and was vacationing in Jordan 
with the two colleagues who 
worked at the Swiss embassy in 
Cairo. 

The incident occurred near the 
agricultural project of Al Qade- 
sieh on the Amman-Shobak road, 
a police statement said. 

The statement said after initial 
first aid at the Sbobak, Health 
Centre, the Swiss woman was 
airlifted by helicopter to 'the Al 
,Ifr($ein Medical Centrum Am- 
man. *“ 

The suspect was detained and 
police are investigating die inci- 
dent. 


6 win in pencil contest 


By lea Wahheb 

Jordan Staff Reporter ■ 
AMMAN — They say beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder. In our 
case, the beholder is artist Salam 
Kanaan and the beauty is ... a 
beast — a pencil- drawn horse, 
the work of 9-year-old Zakaria 
Taher, first-prize winner of a 
children's drawing competition. 

• The competition, the first of its 
kind in Jordan, was initiated by 
^Ir. Kanaan to “allow for the free 
expression of the children’s im- 
agination by means of the pen- 
cil.” 

■ The six winners were 
announced at the British Council 
.Wednesday afternoon, and the 
young Mr. Taher received JD SO 
■from Mr. Kanaan who is a pain- 
iter. 

; . The other five winners Lara 
;Abu Sneneb, Fadi Omari, Sara 
•Ahmad, Marion Bataineh and 
!Rana Sawtari, received JD 45 
;each. 

■ Before a meagre audience, 
attributed to lack of proper prom- 
idtion, the winners, some red- 
ffeced and solemn, would receive 
!the winning certificates from 
Mamdouh Bisharat, a Maecenas 
■and Jordan's first art collector, 
■and return to the safety of a 
parent’s hand with a dazed look 
of triumph in their innocent eyes. 

■ The theme of their drawings, 
■selected by Mr. Kanaan, is the 
ihorse, and the medium, pencil on 
paper. 

i To the artist's surprise, (and, 
iaocordmg to him, to that of the 
-postman's of the area in Paris 
'where be lives and works) 1 ,535 


■ 

drawings reached him from chil- 
dren in Jordan aged between 
ei^bt and 13. 

After the selection process, 39 
drawings were put on display, 
reflecting the wide range of the 
children's imagination. 

Representations of horses ran 
from unicorns to chess piece 
horses, covering real-life horses 
grazing freely or bridled, Pegasus 
— the winged horses ; — , race 
horses, muzzled horses' or wild 
mustangs running from the cow- 
boy’s rope, a symbolic Palestine 
horse fallen, horses by the pyra- 
mids, an effigy horse, under sea 
horses (not sea horses, the title 
carefully tells us) and happy fami- 
lies of horses with mother, father 
and children playing under free 
sides. 

Deliberate or not, the drawings 
express the children's wishes and 
feelings and it is interesting to see 
bow their young minds perceive 
the world around them. . 

Mr. Kanaan's aim, that of 
trying to “make the children aes- 
thetically aware” and allowing 
their imagination to run free, 
seems to have been reached. His 
initiative is laudable and might 
create a welcome precedent. 

Now he is looking for sponsors 
who could help the competition 
become an annual event. 

And judging from the flushed, 
pleased faces of the children and 
their parents, it is worth the 
effort. 

The 39 drawings are on display 
at the British Council throngh 
Monday. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


moNS 

-ft ^ exhibition by Nawwaf Al Bukhari at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery. 

tr Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra IF’ by artist Suha 
Shuman at tile National Gallery for Fine Arts. 

* Exhibition entitled ‘"Re-creation” by Jordanian, French and 
Iraqi artists, mspired by a sculpture by Iraqi artist Mohammad 
Hnssein A bdullah, at the French Cnftnral Centre. 

* Fri.a»irt«n of a children’s drawings at the British CoanriL 
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Crown Prince says manpower development depends on 
illiteracy eradication, spending cuts and pan- Arab efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
World’s accomplishment in the 
field of human resources develop- 
ment has been modest even by 
the standards of the developing 
world, simply because of the high 
levels of illiteracy among Arab 
societies, according to His Royal 
Highness Gown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent. 

Nearly half of the Arab World 
is still illiterate and two-thirds of 
those are women, the Crown 
Prince said, adding that the Arab 
World continues to suffer from 
very limited and modest health 
services. 

In an address delivered on be- 
half of Prince Hassan by Ahmad 
Al Lawzi, speaker of the Senate, 
at the opening of a pan-Arab 
seminar on human resources de- 
velopment, the Crown Prince 
said the Arab World is in- 
creasingly dependent on foreign 
food sources, many Arab com- 
munities lack basic sendees, and 
life expectancy rates are extreme- 
ly low in many parts of the 
region. 

It is true that oil wealth has 
helped some Arab states to de- 
velop modem and efficient infras- 
tructures, yet this development 
(fid not spread to other parts of 
the Arab World which continue 
to suffer from poor planning, low 
educational levels, expensive de- 
velopment projects and rampant 
consumption practices. Prince 
Hassan continued. 

In addition, all Arab states 


have been spending a great mar- 
gin of their revenues on arma- 
ments, and such expenditures ex- 
ceed the total amounts spent by 
the Arab stales on education, 
health and other basic services, 
he added. 

While poor Arab countries wit- 
ness continued population 
growth, they fail to ensure suffi- 
cient income to meet the basic 
requirements of their citizens, 
noted Prince Hassan. 

The Arab World is 
approaching the 21st century with 
unsatisfactory development levels 
and therefore ought to act 
promptly on revising its plans and 
strategies. Prince Hassan urged. 

A nation of 50 per cent illitera- 
cy will not be in a condition to 
confront the challenges of the 
modem age or those of the com- 
ing century, he added. 

The primary aim of manpower 
development, the Gown Prince 
said, should be the eradication of 
illiteracy, especially among 
women; and that should be cou- 
pled with the availability of basic 
services in health, water and elec- 
tricity. 

This can be accomplished by 
reducing unnecessary rampant 
consumption and spending on 
armaments, he said. 

The gap between rich and poor 
must be plugged. Prince Hassan 
said, adding that differences and 
imbalances in the rights and 
duties of men and women in the 
social, political and economic 


fields must be corrected. 

Manpower development, he 
noted, will be incomplete unless 
it is achieved at tile pan-Arab 
level. 

Therefore, the Gown Prince 
added, Arab states ought to 
transcend their differences in 
order to attain real development. 

He said the concept of develop- 
ment is linked to that of national 
security and the narrow-minded 
concept of providing police or 
military protection should be re- 
placed with a move towards pan- 
Arab security. 

Bigotry and jingoism can by no 
means ’be fought by arms, and 
respect for the state can not be 
displayed through musde flexing, 
but rather through confronting 
problems with reason and creat- 
ing the appropriate climate for 
equal opportunities in education 
and development. Prince Hassan 
concluded. 

The seminar, which is orga- 
nised by the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF) in cooperation 
with the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP) 
is attended by academicians, in- 
tellectuals, writers and other 
scholars from the Arab World. 

Ali Attiqa, assistant U.N. 
secretary general and director of 
the Arab World's development 
programmes said in an address to 
the meeting that the Arab World 
was regrettably reliant on foreign 
assistance for basic requirements, 
mainly modern technology. 

Calling on the Arab World to 
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Speaker of the Senate Ahmad Al Lawzi Saturday ness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, to the 

delivers an address on behalf of His Royal High- opening session of the Human Development in the 

Arab Region Seminar l Petra photo) 


devise plans to reduce such de- 
pendence, Dr. Attiqa said the 
Arab countries’ imports of cere- 
als alone cost S22 billion annual- 
ly, while their total external debt 
by the end of the 19S0s exceeded 
$140 billion. 

In addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Mahboub Al Haq of UNDP 
headquarters in New York out- 
lined the state of human develop- 
ment in the Arab countries. 


According to Mr. Al Haq, ab- 
out 40 million people live below 
the poverty line, and 60 million 
adults are illiterate, despite great 
wealth in many parts of the re- 
gion. 

Referring to Jordan, Mr. Al 
Haq said that the Kingdom be- 
longs to the middle income and 
the middle human development 
categories. 

With a relatively modest gross 


national product (GNP) and per 
capita income reaching up to 
$1,328. Jordan has made signifi- 
cant progress in human develop- 
ment; higher than not only the 
average for the region, but also 
for the developing world as a 
whole, Mr, Al Haq said. 

A report on inter- Arab trade 
prepared by the UNDP will he 
reviewed in the three-day meet- 
ing. 


Media experts debate government Cabinet submits draft law banning 
control, interference in reporting Muslims from alcohol enterprises 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The integrity of the 
journalists vis-a-vis the existing 
laws and norms and governmen- 
tal interference was one of the 
hot issues discussed at a recent 
World Net symposium grouping 
experts from Arab countries and 
the United States. 

“If the government has any- 
thing to say, it has its own means 
to publish it,” said Frank Morey, 
the White House correspondent 
for- the Washington Times. “It 
would be better for the journalist 
not to publish anything than writ- 
ing lies," hie maintained. 

-r-Jr 

Participants from Jordan, 
Lebanon and Algeria expressed 
concern over the social and poli- 
tical restrictions that influence 
the journalist’s work and prevent 
him/her from objective reporting. 

“The restricted journalist can 
never produce good work be- 
cause he lacks motivation,” a 
participant from Lebanon said. 
“In addition, the political bias 
that certain journalists are forced 
to take to satisfy regimes or lead- 
ers, stands as an obstacle to their 
progress and development.” 

In what he described as the 
friendly-enemtcal relationship be- 
tween the press and politics, the 
Lebanese participant wondered if 
any sort of harmony can be 
reached between these conflicting 


powers. 

“There is what is called the 
system of checks and balances.” 
responded Marwan Muasher 
Director of the Jordan Informa- 
tion Bureau in Washington and 
the spokesperson of the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

“Each party cannot trespass a 
certain limit, otherwise the issue 
in question is referred to court,” 
Dr. Muasher said. 

Gting the example of Jordan, 
he said that at present the judicial 
authority has the final say in 
conflicts that arise between the 
press and the government, but in 
■the past, the government was the 
only party to issue the decision 
and decide the penalty. 

“In the past, the government 
used to intervene in the editorial 
policy of the newspapers and a 
number of daily newspapers were 
closed several times," Dr. 
Muasher said. 

Though he criticised the li- 
mited progress of the new Jorda- 
nian press and publication law, be 
pointed out that the situation has 
changed nevertheless. The Jour- 
nalist, for instance, has the right 
to keep his/her sources of in- 
formation secret. 

“It is true,” he admitted, that 
the law has limited this secrecy — 
by requiring that journalists reveal 
their sources in court in criminal 
cases only, bat this is still a 
progressive stage that will help in 


more openness, and is not the 
final one,” Dr. Muasher main- 
tained. 

While participants voiced dis- 
may over journalism in general in 
the Arab countries and the inabil- 
ity of Arab journalists to reach a 
professional level. Dr. Muasher 
said the press in all countries in 
the world is biased to a certain 
extent, even in democratic coun- 
tries. 

’"The U.S. press for example 
does not differ a lot in its cover- 
age of foreign policy news,” he 
said. 

"Pressures - originate from 
different sources and take many 
shapes.” : 

Mr. Morey disagreed and said 
that the U.S. press is not in fact 
the reflection of the U.S. govern- 
ment view, emphasising that most 
of the decisions taken by the 
government are discussed at 
length and are sometimes attack- 
ed by the press. 

“In a recent poll in the United 
States over the U.S. aid to Rus- 
sia, 80 per cent voiced their 
disapproval and a long debate 
followed,” he pointed out. But 
Mr. Morey did admit that in the 
U.S. the protection of journalists’ 
sources is still not fully compre- 
hended and sometimes results in 
the imprisonment of many jour- 
nalists. 

World Net is a television arm 
of the United States Information 
Service (USIS). 


University’s English Day programme 
sends various messages to faculty 


By Mark Eliot 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A gathering at the 
Department of English at the 
University of Jordan Wednesday 
was not only a celebration of the 
accomplishments of the students 
but a forum to air various messa- 




■ft french film entitled “Tferez Sur Le Pianiste” at the Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce at 7 p.m. 

ft Feature film niWhi “Private Bayamin” at 5 pjn. at the 
American Centre (1988, R-rated-100 min.) 


English Day attracted most of 
the 470 students in the depart- 
ment to a two-hour production of 
skits, songs and poems. 

Organised and directed by the 
students, it dearly demonstrated 
an air of pride and independence 
for one or the largest departments 
on campus. 

Although humorous and enjoy- 
able, the programme was an ob- 
vious example of the successes 
and problems present in the de- 
partment. 

The faculty were the target of 
which contained underlying mes- 
sages, some of which were not 
wcD redeved. 

On the less serious side, one 
student suggested that the admi- 
nistration kept the classrooms un- 
healed on purpose. “This is to 
show solidarity with our brothers 
in Maij Al Zohotir (an area in 
southern Lebanon where a large 
group of Palestinians, expelled by 
Israel have been since Decem- 
ber)" he joked. 

There (foes seem to be a differ- 
ence in the objectives of the 
students and the professors. 
Many students told the Jordan 
Times that they did not want to 
pursue a teaching career. 

Hanada Al Masri, a junior, 
said “many of us want to work for 
companies or the government 
where our abilities would be use- 
ful.” 

Sami Fadtiah, another junior, 
described the difficulty in practic- 
ing English. 'Ten per cent of our 


day is spent studying the lan- 
guage, but we don’t have many 
opportunities to speak outside 
the classroom,” he said. 

Supported by other students 
present,-’ Mr. Faddah described 
die hope a theatre programme will 
begin soon which would facilitate 
the practice and exploration of 
the English language. 

During a break in their skits, 
students Ali Salaamhi and Assad 
Nasr described one point they 
hoped would be conveyed to the 
faculty and the administration 

“There are gaps between stu- 
dents and teachers in our depart- 
ment. As demonstrated by one of 
our skits, students feel that most 
of the professors are too cold and 
formal with us,” they said. 

Ayman Rashad, a senior and 
one of the organisers of English 
Day, lamented the lack of politic- 
al activities in the English De- 
partment. 

“The students would like to see 
the professors become more ac- 
tive on important issues such as 
the situation with the Palestinians 
and in Bosnia” he said. 

When asked why the skit on 
this issue was one of the only ones 
performed in Arabic, Mr. Rashad 
replied. “We want to make sure 
that this message of support for 
the intifada will be understood by 
ali of the students here. 

The growing conservative ness 
of the student body was clearly 
evident. 

Almost 90% of the students in 
the English Department are 
women. Despite this statistic, 
their presence on the stage was 
kept to a bare minimum. 

Acknowledging that much of 
the conception and organisation 
of the programme was done by 
the women, Mr. Rashad said it is 
not right for men and women to 


mix together on the stage. 

“I am a religious man,” be 
said, “and I believe that women 
should not be participating in 
events such as these.” 

Issam Safacfi, professor of En- 
glish and American literature, 
said he understood the students' 
feelings of alienation from the 
faculty. “It is a difficult situation 
where actually both sides need to 
work together to close the gap," 
he said. 

“There are 470 students in the 
department. With only 15 faculty 
it is very difficult to provide 
students with the attention they 
deserve,” be said. 

“Furthermore, the goal and the 
job of the teachers are to educate 
students to the best of their abil- 
ity in the English language,” Dr. 
Safadi raid. “Most students do 
not want to pursue a career in 
teaching; many professors see the 
students more concerned about 
grades rather than the subject,” 
be asserted. 

“However, activities such as 
F-ngBsh Day are very helpful in 
bringing the students and profes- 
sors closer together.” 

One professor, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said that the 
English Department is not, and 
should not be, a forum for politic- 
al activities. “We do understand 
the students’ interest in what is 
occuring in Palestine and Bosnia. 
This is dear from the essays they 
write,’’ he said. “However, they 
must understand that the purpose 
of this department is to teach 
English, despite the sympathies 
that the faculty has on an indi- 
vidual basis for these political 
situations," the professor 
asserted. 

He said that outside of the 
classroom students can and 
should be active in these issues. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government has 
obliged Parliament by submitting 
a draft law banning Muslims from 
producing, selling and importing 
alcohol in Jordan, but the legisla- 
tion is unlikely to be acted upon 
soon since there will be no ex- 
traordinary session of the legisla- 
tive authority. 

Even at that, the government 
reserves the right to withdraw the 
law and make amendments be- 
fore the document is tabled for 
.study and debate in the House, 
officials say. 

Under constitutional provi- 
sions? the law could be picked up 
and debated by the next Parlia- 
ment, which, in all probability, 
will be elected later this year. 

But there is no certainty that it 
would be passed since the politic- 
al balance and numerical strength 
of the various forces in Parlia- 
ment could undergo dramatic 
changes in the polls, observers 
say. 

The two-page, seven-article 
law was approved by the Gnmcil 
of Ministers on March 30 and 
forwarded to Parliament the fol- 
lowing day, which marked the 
end of the fourth and final regular 
session of the House. 

The timing, which sources de- 
scribe as no coincidence, dep- 
rived the House of any opportun- 
ity to debate the draft law, but 
fulfilled a constitutional obliga- 
tion on the part of the govern- 
ment since the legislation was 
demanded by the House. 

The draft law, a copy of which 
was obtained by the Jordan 
Times, does not call for an all- 
embracing ban on alcohol in Jor- 
dan. 

Rather, it bans Muslims from 
importing, producing, and selling 
liquor in the Kingdom and the 
serving of alcohol at official func- 
tions. 

Muslims will also be banned 
from importing alcohol or “bring- 
ing alcohol (to the country)” and 
owning any facility to produce or 


sell alcohol in any form or con- 
tent. 

Existing laws are no different, 
and those invovled in the alcohol 
producing industry are all non- 
Muslims. 

Licences for liquor stores and 
bars are issued in the name of 
Christians. 

Supermarkets which sell liquor 
are issued special licences. 

The draft law empowers the 
cabinet to act upon the recom- 
mendations of a ministerial com- 
mittee to make exemptions and 
“set the limitations and proce- 
dures" for exemptions until speci- 
,fic by-laws , and provisions, . are 
finalised and enacted. 

Violators face imprisonment 
for a’term of not more than three 
years, but not less than one year, 
and a fine of not more than JD 
10,000 but not less than JD 5,000. 

Stocks will be confiscated and 
the “financial rights of the owner 
of the premises where the crime 
was committed" will be forfeited. 

The maximum penalty will be 
imposed in the case of “repeated 
violations.” 

The 22-member Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc in Parliament 
was the force behind the move, 
which came in the form of a 
House recommendation on Feb. 
( 19, 1991, to the government, that 
such a legislation be drawn up 
and presented to the Chamber of 
Deputies as called for by the 
Judicial Committee of the House. 

Constitutionally, the govern- 
ment is bound to draft and submit 
laws recommended by the House 
before the end of the 
immediately-following session of 
Parliament; and hence the sub- 
mission of the law on March 31. 

Brotherhood sources said they 
had taken note of the various 
provisions of the draft law and 
were satisfied with the extent of 
ban imposed on Muslims from 
selling or producing alcohol. 

But they reserved comment on 
their options, given the peculiar 
circumstances under which the 
law was formulated and pre- 
sented to Parliament and the 


relatively mild nature of its provi- 
sions. 

“We will cross the bridge when 
we reach it,” said a Brotherhood 
deputy, who preferred anonym - 
ify, obviously alluding to the op- 
tion that the Judiciary Committee 
of the House couid incorporate 
amendments and additions to the 
proposed law as and when the 
House picks up the issue. 

By design or coincidence, the 
deputy was echoing the words of 
a senior official who shares a 
common belief, despite the man- 
oeuvring? by Islamists, that Jor- 
dan will never have a ban on 
alcohol^... 

“The government has fulfilled . 
its obligation and presented the 
law in time to Parliament." said 
the official. 

“Now it is up to those who 
want the law enacted to move in 
whatever direction they want.” 

According to the official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
“in practical terms the draft law is 
not introducing anything new; the 
existing laws, mostly related to 
trade and industry, ban any Mus- 
lim from owning any facility to 
manufacture, distribute or sell 
alcohol in the country.” 

But, the official noted, “the 
present laws are not stringently 
applied.” 

The subtlety with which the 
government handled the affair 
was also evident in the changes 
the draft law underwent before 
reaching the files of Parliament. 

An earlier draft had nine arti- 
cles and specified that tourism 
sites, including hotels, were auto-! 
matically exempt from the ban on 
alcohol. 

It also set certain time limits for 
the liquidation of distilleries and 
breweries, revoking the licences; 
of liquor shops and disposal of 
stocks after the enactment of the 
law. 

The final version, as presented 
to Parliament, contains no such 
provisions. 

“The law is not going to be 
enacted anyway, so why bother to 
lace it with details,” said the 
official. 


Jordan’s female workforce increases 


AMMAN (Petra) — At present 
women form 14 per cent of the 
total workforce in the Kingdom, 
up from 7.4 per cent in 1979. said 
Jordanian delegate Saleh Taraw- 
neh Saturday in an address to the 
ongoing Arab Labour Confer- 
ence in Amman. 

Mr. Tarawneh, who is also 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Labour, said last two decades 
witnessed increased women's par- 
ticipation in Jordan’s socio- 
economic development, and 
women became an essential part- 
ner in these efforts. He attributed 
this increased involvement to the 
level of women's education. 

Mr. Tarawneh told the meet- 


ing that a Jordanian committee is 
drawing up a national strategy 
designed to boost women's parti- 
cipation in the labour sector and 
involve them in political and 
socio-economic activities. 

Head of the Federation of Iraqi 
Labour Unions Fadel Oreib 
addressed the meeting saying that 
the Iraqi workers nave recon- 
structed all the installations and 
factories that were devastated by 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

He said new major projects 
have been implemented by the 
workers bringing Iraq closer to 
attaining food security. 

At the outset of the meeting 
Saturday, the conference elected 


new members to the Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) 
board to serve until 1996. 

The board groups representa- 
tives of governments, workers* 
unions and employers ot the 
Arab World. 

Meanwhile, Omani Minister of 
Social Affairs and Labour 
Ahmad Ben Mohammad A! 
Eisa'i left Amman for home 
Saturday after taking part in the 

initial meetings of the labour 

conference. 

In a pre-departure statement. 
Sheikh AJ Eisa'i described the 
conference as successful adding 
that the sessions were held in an 
atmosphere of friendship 


Mutah hosts literary conference 


MUTAH (Petra) — Minister of 
Culture Mahmoud Al Samra 
Saturday deputised for His 
Majesty King Hussein at the 
opening of the First Conference 
on the Jordanian Literary Move- 
ment organised by Mutah Uni- 
versity and attended by delegates 
from universities and organisa- 
tions in seven Arab countries. 

Jordan considers this confer- 
ence as a means for further bol- 


stering cooperation among Arab 
states and interaction among 
Arab scholars, said the minister. 

Dr. Samra opened an exhibi- 
tion of traditional heritage orga- 
nised by Mutah University in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Tourism and the French Embassy 
in Amman. 

The exhibition displays items 
relating to the history of the 
Jordanian village of “Kathraba” 


in southern Jordan. 

The delegates ot the four-daj 
meeting will review 51 working 
papers on Arab plays, story- 
writing and autobiographies O' 
several Arab writers. 

Representatives of universities 
and other organisations in Syria 
Lebanon, Iraq, Tunisia, Yemen 
the United Arab Emirates ant 
Jordan are taking part in tiu 
meeting. 
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Prisons don’t hold will 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister and Defence Minister 
Yttzhak Rabin's decision to dose the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and his army's stand along the 
border between Israel proper and the occupied 
Arab territories are Israeli testimonies that 
Palestinians and Israelis can no longer tolerate the 
situation. Of course, it is not terribly intelligent on 
behalf of the Israeli prime minister, his govern- 
ment and his colleagues to thiiik that by imprison- 
ing the whole of the Palestinian population that 
they can break that people's will to fight and resist 
occupation. If anything, Mr. Rabin's iron fist 
policy will only backfire. 

Mr. Rabin and the ruling class in Israel have in 
the last 26 years conspired and connived to 
destroy the Palestinian national economy and 
turned the Palestinians into slave labourers servic- 
ing Israeli agriculture, industry and illegal settle- 
ment building. By his actions, induding mass 
deportation of Palestinians, Mr. Rabin has proved 
that he is more belligerent than his predecessor, 
Yitzhak Shamir. During the Israeli elections of 
tf92 Mr. Rabin campaigned on a platform of 
peace. He 'got elected by the Israeli people because 
he advocated an end to the conflict with the 
Palestinians. But soon after his coming to power 
the Labour leader resorted to his old 1988 iron fist 
policy and heated up the confrontation with the 
Palestinians in a failed effort to end the intifada. 
He even started talking about separate deals with 
the Arab states to press the " Palestinians for more 
concessions. He went back on his election promise 
to halt the building of settlements on occupied 
Arab land. Of late, Rabin started calling Palesti- 
nians names; he said the Palestinians were insects 
that should not be allowed to “croach” among 
Israelis. Palestinians, many of whom service the 
Israeli economy only too feed their children seek 
no glory, and they are only too aware that they 
will end up dead or imprisoned for life. They are 
constant reminders to the Israelis and the world at 
large that Palestinians have had enough of Israel's 
“ 1 benign" occupation. They want the Israelis to 
understand that they will have no peace unless the 
Palestinians themselves have peace. And it is for 
Mr. Rabin and his generals to read this, under- 
stand and act accordingly. The Palestinians will 
continue to hammer out the message no matter 
what methods the Israelis use to quell the revolt. 
They have demonstrated that when it comes to 
ingenuity they always outwit their Israeli 
“cousins.” 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI. IX 'STOUR d;iily Saturday cautioned the Arab parties to the 
l>eacc talks against getlinji carried away in their optimism over 
Israel's decision l» allow Faisal Husseini to lead the Palestinian 
delegation to the peace negotiations. We are not belittling the 
importance of involving Arab Jerusalem in the talks on the side of 
the Palestinian delegation, hut we do not hide our suspicions 
about hrael's intention when making such an announcement at 
this point in time, said the paper. By announcing its acceptance to 
allow Mr. llusscini to he the head of the delegation. Israel is not 
inakine any substantive change in its own position with regard to 
the status or Jerusalem which it considers as its united capital, said 
the daily, it said that Israel has, all along, adamantly rejected 
involvement nl Aruh Jerusalem in the negotiations which are 
bused on Resolution 242. added the paper. Induding Mr. 

1 lusseini in the negotiations could he an Israeli ploy to mislead the 
Arahs. simply because the Israelis still hold on to their intransi- 
gent position regarding granting the Palestinian people their 
rights in their homeland, it added. While making its announce- 
ment. s.ud the daily. Israel has reiterated its position as to its 
occupation of soulhcrn Lebanon and its total rejection of 
repatriating the Palestinian expellees in implementation of U. N. 

. Security Council Resolution 7W. The paper said that the Arahs 
ought to hold on to their closed ranks and refuse to give in to any 
Israeli manoeuvres and acts of deception. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dust our hilllerty criticised the United 
States and its Western allies with regard to the question of Islamic 
fundamentalists. It is noticed that while Washington pursues a 
worldwide campaign against the Islamists, calling them terrorists, 
it is also maintaining its contacts with the Islamists leaders in 
I-gypt and Jordan, and other parts of the Arab World, said Saleh 
Oalluh As wc notice, Washington and its allies attacking the 
Islamists of Algeria, accusing them of being terrorists bent on 
dcstrov:..g their country, we find many of those Islamists taking 
refuge -n Germany. France and the United Stales, the writer 
addcw ic said that Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, who is being 
accuse*: 'I leading the anti-Mubarak campaign, is a resident of the 
Unilct' .■■tales, which continues to claim that it is fighting off the 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fated Al Fanek 


Israel to punish Palestinian labour collectively 


AS a Jordanian and an Arab I am not gratified by the fact that 
lens of thousands of Arab Palestinians are working bard to serve 
the Israeli economy at low wages, especially when they are 
instrumental in building military roads and illegal settlements or 
filling the undesirable jobs in Israeli industry, agriculture and 
services. 

However, this situation happened and became a fact of life over 
years of extended Israeli occupation and the imposition of Israeli 
hegemony over the Palestinian economy in such a way as to 
prevent the growth of indigenous industry, agriculture, bousing 
and other construction activities and depriving the Palestinians, in 
the process, of the possibility to create enough jobs for their own 
manpower. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin took last week a single-minded 
decision to expel Arab labourers working in Israel, as a collective 
punishment, ostensibly in response to security incidents and 
knife-stabbings which were committed by some desperate labour- 
ers under persistent oppression, frustration, humiliation and 
degradation which readied a level that rendered endangering 
one's own life not a big sacrifice. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin should have understood 
the reasons which led the Palestinian citizens to despair, and, 
accordingly, been motivated to facilitate the peace process and 
the recognition of human and national rights of the Palestinians, 


and accept the inevitable withdrawal from the occupied territories 
which were transformed by the intifada from a cash-cow into a 
swamp in which Israeli soldiers are hopelessly bogged down. 

Instead, Mr. Rabin opted for Inhuman solutions, such as the 
collective punishment of stateless labourers who are innocent, 
and have no objective except earning a living for their families. 

Governments are not expected or required to give domestic 
jobs to foreign labourers, but if they do, they should accept their 
concomitant duties and responsibilities towards guest workers. 
Under no circumstances should a civilised government expel its 
guest labourers collectively. Only racial and fascist regimes are 
expected to commit such crimes and violations against human 
rights. 

Mr. Rabin’s unreasonable decision will harm the Israeli 
economy far more than harming the Palestinian economy. 
Against each dollar paid to Palestinian labourers in Israel, the 
Israeli employers receive a minimum of five dollars value of gross 
production. Only due to the huge American financial subsidies 
can Israel tolerate the losses it inflicts upon itself from occupation 
and nervous measures taken against the intifada, while the 
vulnerable Palestinian society hardly receives any support or 
compensation from any source. 

Due to the nature of the hard labour undertaken by Palesti- 


Hopeless in Gaza 


Following is an editorial that 
appeared in the last edition of the 
Middle East International. 

PROPOSALS for a settlement in 
what used to he called Yugoslavia 
have produced maps of extreme 
complexity, more like those used 
in the study of geology than 
politics. Yet if acceptance of 
some such map is the only 
alternative to continued fighting 
it will be generally welcomed. It 
would represent the triumph of 
jaw-jaw over war-war. 

One of the strangest aspects of 
the Yugoslavia fall-out has been 
the sight of a number of western 
countries, which are at least in 
tradition and culture Christian, 
groping for ways in which to help 
a Muslim minority while Thre- 
atening its nolionally Christian 
attackers with the severest penal 


ties. What would the Crusaders 
who marched through the lands 
which later became Yugoslavia 
on their way to Jerusalem have 
made of that? But the whirligig of 
time often brings in the strangest 
revenges. Nothing in a world so 
fluid — and dangerous — as the 
present can be ruled out. In a 
decade where Leningrad becom- 
es St. Petersburg again the un- 
thinkable has to be thought ab- 
out. 

It would not require the insight 
of Alice’s Duchess to find a moral 
in the break-up of Yugoslavia and 
the Soviet Union, and the moral 
must be that territorial anomalies 
had better be corrected while this 
can still be done by negotiation 
rather than waiting for it to be 
done by war. Of the three ele- 
ments in the negotiations which 
have been going on intermittently 


in Washington between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis, the most im- 
portant, because of its size and 
population, is the West Bank. 
But recently rather more atten- 
tion has been focused on the 
other two — the Golan Heights 
and the Gaza Strip. The Golan 
Heights have been the subject of 
speculation over a possible agree- 
ment between Syria and Israel 
which would involve the return to 
Syria of some of Lhe land it lost in 
the 1967 war, as for the Gaza 
Strip, it has become nothing less 
than an international scandal. 

The Gaza Strip has of course 
been on the world's agenda for 
much longer than the Golan 
Heights. In various partition 
plans for Palestine, starting with 
that recommended by the Peel 
Commission in 1936, Gaza was 
part of the Negev which, since 


that was an area in which hardly 
any Jews had settled, was allotted 
to the Arabs. After the 1948 
fighting, the area was swollen by 
more than 200,000 refugees (in 
1936 the population of the Gaza 
sub- -district was only 94,000). On 
the first day of the Suez fighting 
the area was occupied by Israeli 
forces, but these were compelled 
to withdraw as part of the post- 
Suez settlement, and U.N. forces 
took their place. They in their 
turn were evicted by the Israelis 
in the 1967 war, and ever since 
the Gaza Strip has been cut off 
not only from the other rump of 
Palestine, the West Bank, but 
also from Egypt. 

Gaza was described by one 
19th century traveller as standing 
in relation to the desert as a port 
does to the sea, and that is what it 
should be — a point of entry to 


Human Rights Committee 
concludes session, examines 
individual complaints 


By Waleed Sadi and Alfred de Zayas 


Sl .. f J ■ -hicli adopts .i double standard dealing with the Arab and 
Islamic World. viM Mr- O.illab. The wntcr said that what 
W-shin-ton nints at with 'hi policy ls to distort the image of the 
- . rl .| ;,n.! t i cause further splits between us various 

fictions and between these factions and their rahng regimes. 


ON APRIL 7, 1993, the Un- 
ited Nations Human Rights 
Committee concluded its forty- 
seventh session at U.N. head- 
quarters in New York. Besides 
examining the periodic reports 
of many states parties to the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, in- 
cluding the reports of Tran and 
of the Dominican Republic, 
the committee concluded the 
examination of numerous indi- 
vidual complaints, notably of 
cases concerning fair trial, the 
imposition of the death penal- 
ty, (he right to freedom of 
expression, and the principle 
of non-diserimination. 

The Human Rights Commit- 
tee, although not a judicial 
body as such, performs func- 
tions that are comparable, at 
the regional level, to those of 
the European Commission and 
Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg and of the Inter- 
American Commission and 
Court of Human Rights in 
Washington and San Jose, re- 
spectively. In this sense, it is an 
emerging international court of 
human rights. At present 67 
slates recognise the compe- 
tence of the committee to ex- 
amine complaints from indi- 
viduals who claim that their 
rights under the International 
Covenant (1 IK states parties) 
have been violated. Whereas 
the committee’s “views” (final 
decisions on the merits) are not 
legally binding as, for instance, 
the judgments of the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice, states 
parties to (he Optional Pro- 
tocol to the Covenant largely 
hunour them, in the spirit of 
international cooperation. 

Among the important deci- 
sions of this session of the 
committee, one may highlight 
several views concerning in- 
mates on death row in two 
countries. While in some cases 
the committee found that no 
provision of the covenant had 
been breached, in other cases 
the committee established that 
certain guarantees of fair trial 
had not been observed. To the 
extent that the complainants 
had been denied fair proceed- 
ings. as required under Article 
14 of the covenant, the com- 
mittee found that their convic- 
tions and sentences were de- 
fective and that the com- 
plainants should be released. 
In one case. Victor Francis ys. 
Jamaica, the committee criti- 
cised the failure of the Court of 
Appeals to issue a written 
judgment, which frustrated the 
complainant’s right to review 


of conviction and sentence 
without delay, constituting a 
violation of Article 14, para- 
graphs 3(c) and S; in that case, 
the committee also found 
violations of articles 7 and 10 in 
view of the ill-treatment to 
which the author had been 
subjected in the prison. In 
another case, Howard Martin 
vs. Jamaica, the committee re- 
jected the complainant’s argu- 
ment that prolonged detention 
on the death row constituted 
torture and inhuman treatment 
under Article 7 of the cove- 
nant; the committee found that 
the so-called “death row phe- 
nomenon” did not constitute a 
violation of the covenant! since 
the complainant was availing 
himself of his right to review of 
the conviction and sentence, 
which necessarily entailed a 
prolongation of detention. The 
committee therefore affirmed 
its established jurisprudence 
on this point, which is at 
variance with the view of the 
European Court in the Soering 

vs. United Kingdom judgment. 

■ 

A particularly interesting de- 
bate revolved around the issue 
whether the production and 
deployment of nuclear 
weapons constituted a viola- 
tion of the right to life under 
Article 6 of the covenant. Over 
6,000 Dutch citizens appealed 
to the committee, claiming to 
be victims of a violation of 
their rights by virtue of the 
1979 NATO decision to deploy 
cruise missiles in the Nether- 
lands and by the stationing of 
other nuclear weapons in . the 
country. The committee de- 
clared the case inadmissible, 
stating that the procedure laid 
down in the Optional Protocol 
was not designed for conduct- 
ing public debate over matters 
of public policy, such as sup- 
port for disarmament and 
issues concerning nuclear and 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. The committee found 
that the authors could not be 
deemed to be “victims” under 
the covenant, which require a 
showing that an act or omission 
of a state party has already 
adversely affected the enjoy- 
ment of the complainant's 
rights guaranteed in the cove- 
nant, or that a violation of the 
complainant's rights is immi- 
nent- The committee also took 
the opportunity to consider 
whether the case was a mere 
actio popularis, and as such 
inadmissible. In this connec- 
tion. die committee noted that 
nothing precludes large num- 
bers of victims from hriwpiwa. * — 


case under the Optional Pro- 
tocol. The mere fact of large 
numbers of petitioners does 
not render their communica- 
tion an actio popularis if they 
can show how they have been 
personally affected. 

In the last few years, the 
committee has been examining 
an increasing number of allega- 
tions of violations of the princi- 
ple of equality and non- 
discrimination. In the cases of 
John Ballantyne, Elizabeth 
Davidson and Gordon McIn- 
tyre against Canada, the com- 
mittee considered whether a 
law adopted in Quebec, pro- 
hibiting the use of any lan- 
guage other than French in 
advertisements, violated the 
complainants' rights under 
articles 19, 26 and 27 of the 
covenant. The complainants 
were a painter, a designer and 
an undertaker by profession, 
who claimed to be adversely 
affected in their business be- 
cause they could not advertise 
in English. The committee 
found that the complainants' 
right to freedom of expression, 
including commercial express- 
ion, protected by Article 19 of 
the covenant, had been 
breached. It found no violation 
of articles 26 and 27. 

Whereas the committee 
strives to adopt decisions by 
consensus, members frequent- 
ly append concurring or dis- 
senting opinions. The Cana- 
dian language case provided an 
opportunity for eight commit- 
tee members to expand on 
other aspects of the case. 
Whereas most members did 
not think that the cases raised 
issues of “minority rights” as 
such, four members thought it 
prudent to insist that the term 
“minority” not be interpreted 
too narrowly. They argued that 
persons should not be excluded 
from the protection of Article 
27 where their group is an 
ethnic, linguistic or cultural 

minority in an autonomous 
province of a state, but is not 
dearly a numerical minority In 
the state itself, taken as a 
whole entity. Indeed, Article 
50 of the covenant requires 
states parties to ensure the 
application of the covenant in 
all its provinces. One indi- 
vidual opinion advocated 
affirmative action for French- 
speakers and would have applied 
Artide 27 ot the covenant to 
justify measures aimed at en- 
couraging the use the French 
language in Quebec, induding 
measures to restrict die com- 
mercial use of English, 
t ^ ft * 1 n 1 opinion 


would have reversed the com- 
mittee’s decision on admissibil- 
ity in view of the possibility of 
the complainants to seek a 
declaratory judgment against 
the contested law. 

The committee and its work- 
ing group also adopted numer- 
ous interlocutory decisions, in- 
cluding many to seek addition- 
al information from com- 
plainants and states parties, 
and others finding that the 
admissibility criteria had been 
met. These cases will be ex- 
amined at the committee’s 
forthcoming summer and foil 
session (three weeks each) to 
be held in Geneva. 

As a result of many new 
accessions and ratifications to 
the Optional Protocol, the 
number of cases submitted to 
the Committee for examina- 
tion has increased exponential- 
ly. In order to process this case 
load expeditiously, a corres- 
ponding strengthening in the 
number of staff servicing the 
committee is imperative. Of 
course, any such increase has 
financial implications that must 
be met by states parties. 

The committee, which ex- 
amines individual complaints 
in camera, does not yet hold 
hearings. Bearing in mind that 
many complainants and states 
parties have offered to make 
persona] appearances for oral 
argument, it is possible that the 
committee may amend its rules 
of procedure and allow hear- 
ings, as, for instance, before 
the European and American 
regional human rights commis- 
sions. 

Besides examining indi- 
vidual complaints, the commit- 
tee endeavours to clarify the 
scope of the provisions of the 
covenant. For instance, during 
its forty-seventh session, the 
committee continued debate 
over a “general comment” on 
Article 18 of the covenant, 
which concerns freedom of 
conscience and religion. Soon 
the committee will focus on 
Artide 25. access to public 
service, and Artide 27, minor- 
ity rights. 

Among the controversial 
issues discussed in the commit- 
tee’s public meetings was the 
present position of the govern-, 
ment of Iran on the death 
sentence spoken by the late 
Ayatollah Khomeini against 
the Iranian writer Salman 
Rushdie. Various issues arising 
under artides 6, right to life, 9, 
security of person, and 19, 
freedom of expression, were 
discussed. 


hud. the imwrtation of manpower from abroad is ruled out dne 
to the prohibitive cost of housing, air transportation, and higher 
wages payable in foreign exchange. 

Since Mr. Rabin’s decision cannot be justified, or even 
undSSoo? in economic terms, as it does not make economic 
K^Tmiat have other hidden objectives such « Mhng dm 
spirit of resistance to the occupation through starving the 
Palestinian population, which is harsher than depo^tion. jS 
may abo .bave in mind making life impossible in the orapud 
territories and pressuring the people to gradmtily leave their 
Smefond in sea rcb for jobs in Jordan and other Arab 
Such a design will not be allowed by Jordan, whichwiU not bel«s 

fimi than the Lebanese government in «mfnmbng effective 

deportation. The solid position expressed by His Royal Highness 

Crown Prince Hassan towards the Israeli plan shoujd 

right signal to the Israeli government which should not make 

another blunder. 


wider spaces. Instead it has been 
turned into monstrous stum, its 
inhabitants becoming ever more 
crowded, poverty-stricken, haras- 
sed, shot at and frustrated, with 
little work, dignity, or hope. 
Everyone who goes to the Gaza 
Strip agrees that something most be 
done — but what? 

The first essential is the with- 
drawal of al! Israeli security 
forces, understandably scared 
and trigger-happy, together with 
the settlers on the coast whose 
comparative affluence mocks the 
misery behind them. Ideally there 
should be a land corridor con- 
necting the Strip to a similarly 
liberated West Bank, but that is 
hardly practical politics at this 
juncture. Egypt would be reluc- 
tant to welcome back its former 
wards, always an uneasy respon- 
sibility, who would only swell the 


ranks of the unemployed and 
disenchanted. 

A writer in Hadashot (Israeli 
press. Middle East International 
446) made the rather surprising 
suggestion that “the most rational 
thing for us to do is to establish 
Palestinian state in the Gaza 
Strip. Negotiations with such a 
state about the future of the West 
Bank will be easier than with a 
body sitting in Tunis.” There 
would have to be considerable 
financial and technical assistance 
to put such a state on its feet, 
combined with an interim U.N. 
presence, but compared with 
what is being talked of for Yugos- 
lavia and the USSR, that is 
peanuts. A bold idea like this is 
needed if there is to be a ray of 
hope in a situation which is other- 
wise quite hopeless. 


Iran human rights 
record questioned 


By Wafee^Sadi 


THE EXAMINATION” of 
Iran's second periodic report 
got bogged down for tbe 
second session running due to 
the many questions that were 
put to the Iranian delegation 
that came from Tehran for this 
purpose. The United Nations 
Human Rights Committee 
(HRC) decided late Wednes- 
day to take up Iran’s human 
rights situation again in the 
summer session of the commit- 
tee, thus making the examina- 
tion of Iran's human rights 
record the longest ever con- 
ducted by the human rights 
body created under the Inter- 
national Covenant on Gvil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR). 

What disturbed the mem- 
bers of the committee most 
were the persistent reports 
submitted by several non-gov- 
ernmental organisations that 
speak of hundreds of execu- 
tions still being carried out by 
.Tehran for reasons that cannot 
by any stretch of the mind 
condone such executions. 
Amnesty International . adv- 
anced to the human rights ex- 
perts documented informa- 
tion . that people in Iran are 
being either executed, tortured 
or illegally detained for politic- 
al and religious reasons. 

The covenant calls on all 
state parties to phase out tbe 
death penalty and until they do 
so it inasts that its application 
be limited to the most serious 
crimes. Tehran submits that 
adultery, armed robberies and 
drug-related crimes are all 
samples of what Iranian au- 
thorities define as very serious 
crimes warranting the applica- 
tion of the death penalty. On 
this score, the committee 
members took issue with the 
Iranian delegation and asked 
that the government review as 
a matter of urgency its defini- 
tion of serious crimes. 

Several experts took excep- 
tion. also to Iran’s policy of 

amputation of arms and hands 
of thieves. One Muslim mem- 
ber reminded the Iranians that 
Islam condoned the applica- 
tion of such an extreme punish- 
ment only on condition that 
the state provides its people 
with full economic security in 
order that people not be forced 
to commit theft for securing 
their livelihood. The leader of 
the Iranian delegation ex- 
plained in his rebuttal that in 
fact his government is review- 
ing such punishment and now 
applies no less than 14 condi- 
tions before it resorts to 
amputation. 

On drug-related crimes, it 


was pointed out that the prob- 
lem is also ■a socio-economic 
issue that cannot be addressed 
solely by punitive means. 
Again the Iranians responded 
that in fact they are also recon- 
sidering their stiff legislation 
on this point but insisted that 
the phenomenon is very se- 
rious in Iran warranting ex- 
treme punishment to serve as a 
deterrent. 

The subject of Salman Rush- 
die was also brought up by 
several members who pointed 
out that the decree issued 
against Mr. Rushdie con- 
travenes many of the artides of 
the covenant. Surprisingly, tbe 
Iranian delegation stated that 
the decree issued against Mr. 
Rushdie is not a governmental 
decree that carried an official 
character. “There is no court 
order or an official declaration, 
from the government or an 
offidal dedsion to take the life 
of Mr. Rushdie. 

“The decree on Rushdie is 
simply a religious decree, cal- 7 
led a ‘fatwa’ in the Islamic 
religion. It is up to the Muslim 
people to apply it but not the 
government of Iran.” replied 
the Iranian delegation. In this- 
vein, the Iranian side asketf 
point blank bow Mr. Rushdie 
canm be allowed to abuse his' 
right to free expression in such- 
a blatant manner. A delegate 
referred to Artide 19 of the - 
covenant on the freedom of 
expression and pointed out 
that the exercise of that right is 
predicated on the need to re- 
spect public order, morals and 
the dignity and respect for reli- 
gions. Mr. Rushdie, it was. 
stated, violated the right of 
others as well as their faiths, 
and beliefs by ridiculing Islam! 
>n the manner that he did. . 

The deliberations on the 
case of Iran will continue when- 
the HRC resumes its work- 
again in July 1993. At that 
summer session, the experts on 
the committee are expected to 
agree on a collective verdict 
concerning the Iranian human 
rights situation. It is expected 
that the final comments of the 
committee will address most of- 
the issues that the members' 
have found troubling. Still, tbe 
most encouraging .sign that 
came from Iran during this 
session was that Tehran is re- 
considering much of its legisla- 
tion-' m order to become more 
compliant with the terms and 
provisions of the ICCPR. 

The writer is on the editorial 
staff of the Jordan Times and tr i 
member, of tbe U.N. Human 
Rights Committee. 
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Authorities plan summer 
water-rationing programme 




in ■ j . | 

•, i *, 

!. . ,. h 
■ -Ik iii-T 

i. . • LT k| iTpjw. 

. . j ,l ' faiifr 
111 

,:i 'he iv 
’ ‘‘‘"h ^ 

' ,l ■ , - ,n 'tt 
‘ " !n ""muf* 

V 

"' 1V 'R. 

' ' hit* 

' : * =■■ hr 3 
«hkhi^ 


rights 


.! • >;?! Iti.il llic [i 
•» •: ’•v , v , .» u CV» , 0i r 

. Ik 1 .iiUra 

i ; ■ 1 1 n 1 1 1 % v* njiV 
■ 1 in* t:\M, 

! 'Jil I i*. 1 1 " .\l- 4 l i»v 

: still tot* 
i. ■. . -i* *»■ im w il-r ■ 

_■ ..:i wjrununc • 

; .r. ill 

\ilnunb 
• ’M-iuyhi «p" 

*h.' |'*c ; - 

in: i* 

\ 1 > ji.i! chilli i ; 

\ 1 1] ihir 

. ■ 

, .. : ft.ii; 

. . ,vutw«£ 


By Elia Nasrallali 

Jordan Timed- Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Water Author- 
ity of Jordan (WAJ) is currently 
preparing a water rationing prog- 
ramme for various gove morales 
and districts to be implemented 
this summer, according to Mutaz 
Bilbeisi, Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation secretary general. 

Regardless of the level of rain- 
fall last winter, WAJ has no 
alternative but to adopt a dis- 
tribution programme to ensure 
that the limited amounts of water 
are distributed fairly to various 

regions, Mr. Bilbeisi told the 
Jordan Times. 

He remarked that Jordan's 
population is growing at the rate 
of nearly 3.8 per cent annually 
and the country has just absorbed 
more than 300,000 people who 
returned from the Gulf states m 
the wake of the Golf war. 

In addition the Kingdom's II- 
- mi ted sources of drinking water 
and the recurrent water shortages 
oblige the concerned authorities 
to take this measure each summer 
when water consumption normal- 
ly increases, said Mr. Bilbeisi. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation estimates that Jordan 
consumes at least 838 million 
'cubic metres (mem) of water 
-annually, but at least 320 mcm 
■ more are required to meet the 
;needs of the population, industry 
'and agriculture. 

Continuing to tap different 
underground resources to in- 
'crease the country's water supply, 
■the ministry is conducting a feasi- 
bility study on the desalination of 
‘brackish water, Mr. Bilbeisi said. 

He said this slightly salty water 
is found in abundance in the 


following areas: Snkhneh, Azraq, 
the Jordan Valley, Hisbah, Derr 
Allah and Kreimeh. 

If implemented, the desalina- 
tion process will require the con- 
sumption of fuel energy to first 
pump the _ water from under- 
ground aquifers and then process 
it into a potable state, said Mr. 
Bilbeisi. 

Surface water, which accumu- 
lates from running water in val- 
leys, springs and floods, averages 
about 695 mcm but more than 
half of that amount is lost to 
evaporation, Mr. Bilbeisi ex- 
plained. 

To collect more rain water, the 
ministry is constructing additional 
dams, primarily in areas over- 
looking the Jordan Valley where 
Jordan’s agricultural industry 
predominates. 

According to ministry sources, 
plans are under way for the con- 
struction of a new dam at 
Karameh with a 55 mcm capacity. 

When completed this dam will 
be the second largest in Jordan 
after the King TaJal Dam which 
has a capacity of 81 mcm. 

Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wishah told the Jordan 
Times that the present dams are 
almost full and there was no fear 
of any shortages of irrigation 
water this year. 

Uniike drinking water, irriga- 
tion water is in abundance and 
there was no need for a rationing 
programme, he added. 

Dr. Wishah said a great deal 
mor> water was collected in the 
dams from the rainfall this year, 
but some bad to be let out in 
degrees during the winter, to 
avoid flooding in the Jordan Val- 
ley. 


Palestinians want to return to talks 


(Continued from page 1) 
back to the talks. 

Mr. Husseini told Reuters in 
Tunis: '‘Things are going in a 
positive way.” 

He said PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat will go to Cairo very soon 
to see Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, whose talks in 
Washington with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton apparently led to the 
breakthrough. 

The scheduled for the exiles' 
repatriation, the number, the 
timing still needed to be clarified, 
he said. 

Hie Palestinians will make an 
internal decision on the Talks 
which would be made known 
after a meeting of Arab parties 
expected next week, he saidr 

In Amman, an official of a 
hardline PLO faction said the 
plan to admit Mr. Husseini to the 
talks was a ploy to put pressure 
on Palestinians to attend the next 
round. 

“The American proposal re- 
garding Husseini is just a political 
manoeuvre,” PLO executive 
Committee member Tayseer 
Khaled, whose Democratic Front, 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) wing is opposed the 
falks, told Reuters. 

- Mr. Khaled said the Americans 
told Mr. Husseini he would be 
admitted to the team not in his 
capacity as a citizen of Jerusalem, 
but as a resident of the West 
Bank town of Jericho.' 

They also told him his entry to 
the negotiations would not lead 


to any changes in the basis of the 
peace process which stipulated 
that the status of Jerusalem 
would not be raised until the final 
phase of the negotiations, be 
said. 

Israel’s army chief of staff said 
Friday it would become dear 
during 1993 whether Middle East 
peace efforts were going to prog- 
ress or fail, heralding a “new 
hostile deployment” in the Arab 
World. 

“During the year we’ll know 
whether we're in a deep process, 
or whether we’re on the way to a 
dead-end,” Lieutenant-General 
Ehud Barak said in a television 
interview. 

He said a dead-end would 
meam/TTie beginning of a count- 
down, even if it takes years, to a 
new hostile deployment in the 
Arab World.” 

Gen. Barak added that Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad would 
not go to war with Israel without 
superpower backing. 

“Assad understands the reality 
has changed ... This, in my opin- 
ion, leads him to understand that 
examining the political options is 
the only game in town,” be said. 

Gen. Barak said Israel’s clo- 
sure of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip was effective for 
the time being.. 

He warned that unless employ- 
ment opportunities improved for 
Palestinians unable to leave the 
occupied territories because of 
the ban. more people could sup- 
port violence. 


jlraq denies firing at U.S. planes 


(Continued from page 1) 
anonymity, said the four war- 
planes were flying at about 2,400 
metres above the range of the 
anti-aircraft artiiliry. 

Mr. Boucher said the planes — 
three F-16s and an F-4G — were 
on a routine monitoring mission 
in the zone. When they were fired 
on, the three F-16s unloaded the 
bombs, he said. 

He said it was not immediately 
dear bow much damage was done 
to the site. 


The anti- Aircraft Battery fired 
on the U.S. jets at 1:05 p.m. Iraqi 
time — 1005 GMT — north of the 
36th Parallel, the Pentagon said. 

The “no-fly” zone north of that 
latitude was imposed by the U.S.- 
led allies in April 1991 ; the south- 
ern zone, south of the 32nd Para- 
llel, was declared in August 
ostensibly to protect Shiite Mus- 
lims. 

American, British and French 
warplanes patrol the two “no-fly” 
zones. 


Libya says no surrender of suspects 


(Continued from page lj 

Egyptian newspapers credit 
Mr. Mubarak's trip to Europe 
and the United States for the 
. council's rejection of U.S. efforts 
to impose an oil embargo. But a 
more likely cause was opposition 
from Western countries that rely 
heavily on Libyan oil. 

Egypt and other Arab coun- 
• tries have been trying to mediate 
' an end to Tripoli’s crisis with the 
. West. If the United States pre- 
; vailed and an oil embargo were 


imposed. Libya would be severe- 
ly affected because oil sales are its 
primary source of income. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA, monitored in Cairo, said 
Mr. Mubarak's chief political 
aide Osama AI Baz briefed Col. 
Qadhafi on results of the presi- 
dent's trip. 

JANA said Col. Qadhafi’s 
talks with Mr. Arafat dealt with 
the problem of almost 400 
Palestinians expelled by Israel to 

Lebanon. 

The mass expulsion has stalled 
the Middle East peace process. 
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Arab declaration calls for linkage between 
development and population- related issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Arab 
ministerial population conference 
jointly organised by the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities 
(UNFPA) and the League of the 
Arab States held here last week 
has adopted the Second Amman 
Declaration on Population and 
Development in the Arab World 
as amended during the meeting. 

The declaration “expresses the 
Arab point of view on the popula- 
tion question within the context 
of the inter-related requirements 
of sustainable development con- 
cerned with economic, social, 
cultural and environmental 
affairs.” 

The declaration constitutes the 
contribution of the Arab Work) 
to the forthcoming United Na- 
tions International Conference 
on Population and Development 
due to be held in Cairo, Egypt, in 
1994, an ESCWA press release 
said. 

Forming part of the regional 
preparations to the Cairo confer- 
ence 1994, the conference ex- 
amined during its five-day pro- 
ceedings key-population related 
issues in the Arab World: Popula- 
tion growth and structure; 
population policies and program- 
mes; population, environment 
■and development; population dis- 
tribution and internal migration; 
international migration; women 
and development and family 
planning, health and family well- 
being. 

The declaration says that in 
order to express the Arab point 
of view on the population ques- 
tion within die context of the 
inter-related requirements of sus- 
tainable development concerned 
with economic, social, culturat 
and environmental affairs, the 
Arab governments welcomed the 
International Conference on 
Population and Development, to 
be held in September 1994, 


Cairo. 

The declaration adds that an 
integrated approach to the 
population issue requires consid- 
eration of its various dimensions, 
such as size, growth rates, geog- 
raphical distribution, national 
and pan-Arab security and other 
characteristics, as well as recogni- 
tion of the fact that these dimen- 
sions interact and, consequently, 
should not be treated separately 
as isolated aspects in any popula- 
tion polity; it should also be 
recognised that these population 
dimensions are influenced by the 
processes of reproduction , mor- 
tality and internal and external 
migration. 

The Arab States which adopt a 
policy of modifying population 
growth rates may integrate 
population policies into the 
framework of national develop- 
ment plans. Present and future 
demand for family planning must 
be met. The Arab State should be 
called upon, regardless of their 
stand on population growth, to 
provide for family planning ser- 
vices as a basic human rights of 
couples. 

Effective measures to over- 
come current population prob- 
lems in the Arab World through 
diligent efforts to achieve sustain- 
able development will be severely 
affected by the increasingly rapid 
and radical changes that have 
taken place on the world stage in 
recent years and which necessi- 
tate the adoption of a collective 
self-reliance strategy within the 
Arab World, as well as dose 
cooperation with the developing 
countries. They also necessitate 
diligent efforts to change the sta- 
tus of the Arab economy in the 
present world economy with a 
view to attaining further self- 
reliance, mutual equitable inter- 
dependence and active and posi- 
tive involvement in international 
economic relations, says the dec- 
laration. 


Objectives 

The dedaration calls for the 
establishment of general princi- 
ples to coordinate the population 
polities of the Arab countries, 
and provision of the means for 
their implementation and moni- 
toring. Endeavours should also 
be made to implement Arab 
agreements regulating the move- 
ment of labour among the Arab 
countries in such a way as to 
ensure maximum developmental 
benefits for both the Arab coun- 
tries of origin and the Arab host 
countries and grant priority ro 

Arab labour In the latter. 

» 

Recommendations 

The Second Amman Declara- 
tion recommends that population 
polities should be formulated 
within the framework of a com- 
prehensive strategy for sustain- 
able development, paying due 
regard to the mutual interatiion 
among them. 

Special attention should be 
■paid to human development and 
the necessary resources should be 
allocated to 'its achievement in a 
manner consistent with popula- 
tion polities, since human de- 
velopment is an objective in it- 
self. Resources should be allo- 
cated to achieve human develop- 
ment, especially in social sectors 
such as health! education train- 
ing, housing and healthy environ- 
ment. 

Regional organisations and the 
private sector should be encour- 
aged to play an increasing role in 
the achievement of population 
objectives and to contribute to 
the implementation of population 
policies. 

The Palestinian people should 
be enabled to recover their 
sovereignty over their natural re- 
sources so that they can not only 
formulate a population policy in 
keeping with its national interests 
and consistent with their develop- 
ment aspirations but also imple- 


ment real development projects, 
bearing in mind their need for 
international protection, says the 
dedaration. 

Women, Population and 
Development 

The declaration calls on the 
Arab States that have not yet 
ratified the United Nations Con- 
vention on the Alimentation of 
all Forms of Discrimination 
against women are called upon to 
ratify that convention in a man- 
ner consistent with their domestic 
legislation. Efforts should be also 
made to develop legislation. 

To improve the situation of 
women, particularly in regard to 
employment, social security, 
health insurance, pensions, 
maternity leave , appointments, 
job promotion opportunities and 
education, etc. 

Ensure the contribution of 
Arab women in regard to work in 
the various societal activities, at 
all levels of administration and in 
all technical fields in order to 
promote equality between 
women and men and provide the 
conditions and services that are 
conducive to such contribution; 

Increase the economic poten- 
tial of women by providing them 
with opportunities for education, 
training, literacy programmes 
and employment in the various 

m «■ 

production sectors. 

Promote the participation of 
women in public life at all levels, 
including decision making; 

Arab and international 
Cooperation 

In this regard, the declaration 
says that international coopera- 
tion within the framework of the 
United Nations system continue 
to provide technical and financial 
support for population activities 
to assist the Arab States in their 
efforts to achieve population and 
sustainable development goals. 


ESCWA and the League of 
Arab States are called upon to 
increase and expand the scope of 
their contributions to a closer 


understanding of Arab popula- 
tion issues and to promote re- 
gional cooperation in the field of 
population. 
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Greenpeace has seen the 
future and it is oil-free 



By Patricia Reaney 

Reuter 

LONDON — Greenpeace is no 
stranger to controversy and its 
latest goal — phasing out the 
global use of oil — is sure to stir 
up troubled waters. 

For more than a decade the 
international environmentalist 
group protested against nuclear 
testing in the Pacific until France 
finally changed its policy after 
admitting it had blown up the 
Greenpeace flagship . Rainbow 
Warrior, in 1985. 

Despite being told it was 


“totally unrealistic", the group 
also helped achieve an interna- 
tional agreement in 1991 banning 
mining in Antarctica for a mini- 
mum of 5U years. 

“We're now talking about an 
oil-free future as opposed to just 
raising the issue of global warm- 
ing,” said Australian Paul Gild- 
ing, the new executive director of 
Greenpeace International. 

“Nuclear testing was the issue 
for the first 20 years of Green- 
peace and I think oil will be for 
the next 20.” 

Mr. Gilding readily admits 
phasing out oil won't be easy and 
he sees it as an arena in which 


Greenpeace will face some big 
battles. 

“We won't take second best for 
a solution. We set our sights high 
and have proven that it could be 
very successful. No one every 
believed that the French would 
stop nulcear testing.” 

Greenpeace says phasing out 
oil and other fossil fuels, such as 
coal and natural gas. is necessary 
because they contribute to global 
wanning and acid rain and be- 
cause of the environmental dam- 
age from oil spills. 

A study commissioned by 
Greenpeace called “energy with- 
out oil says other energy options 


are already available and that 
such a transition would not bank- 
rupt economies. 

“It is technically and economi- 
cally feasible to halve current 
global use of oil within 411 years,” 
the report said, adding that oil 
and other fossil fuels could be 
phased out entirely over the next 
century. 

It calls for improvements in 
energy efficiency, especially in 
transport and power, and replac- 
ing oil with biofuels derived from 
agricultural sources such as plants 
and hydrogen and electricity 
generating sources like solar and 
wind -power. 


Enjuy a refreshing vucatiun in a health} climate. 
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Luxury hotels SjfuUy equipped apartments with 
worldwide communications. 

1.5 million Arab & European visitors come to Cyprus 
even' year for tourism, business, conferences & sptfrts. 
Our Island is secure & near to you 
culturally & geographically. 

Our friendly & hospitable people arc our greatest asset. 


For more information, sec your travel agent or contact us: 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese cfishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ol China. 

Prepared by our 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

Take away services 
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MANDARIN RESTADRANT 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 
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' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bsrbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and ias;e our 
specialities 

Open daily I2:U0 - 3:30 

p.m 

v b:30 - Midnight > 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

>si Crete ne.r 

Ahi'wah GrisSchoo- 

Taka away K atillihlt 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 

p.m 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tef. 638968 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



1 


699-420 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room.. 
“Satellite T.V. Reception' 1 


A %estauTant *\\Kth 
An Artistic Ambiance 


P. 


1 2% 


French 


lEuisin c 


Valentino 

L E S " A U H A M T 

JABAL AMM .K RRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRA X EMBASSY TCI- 6542DB 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 


VI italiun Rcsnntrain 
Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Addlfes J.D, 7,000 CMMrea 4-000 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


Restaurant 
1 Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open lunch & Dinner 

Jabel Amman - 3ri Ctade 
For Reservation Tel 615060-1 


Amman • T& tESiaj 
P 0 3ix 9403 - Fit 603- j4 
Jeiei 23883 DARCTl jO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Caigo 
take cane of the works. 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 

professionals on 

660507 or 660508 

aramex— 
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Agassi, Lendl upset 
in quarterfinals 


BARCELONA (Agencies) — 
Americans Andre Agassi and 
Ivan Lendl, the top-rwo seeds in 
the £875,000 Troieo Conde de 
Godo tennis tournament, suf- 
fered straight-set upsets Friday 
and missed out on the semifinals. 

Spain's Sergi Bruguera toppled 
favorite Agassi 6-3, 6-1 in the 
quarterfinal match, while 18- 
year-old Ukrainian Andrei Med- 
vedev defeated second-seeded 
veteran Lendl 7-6 (7-5), 6-2. 

.Agassi the world's No. 7 going 
into the clay-court tournament, 
floundered at the baselines and 
/ell prey to Bruguera's sharp pas- 
sing shots when he moved up to 
the net. 

.“The truth is I played one. of 
the best matches of my life," said 
Bruguera, who won groundstroke 
duel after groundstroke duel. 

“Really it wasn’t easy," he told 
Spanish National Television, 
“it's just 1 played extraordinarily 
well the whole time.” 

“Sergi was playing extremely 
well," Agassi said. “Every time 
he hit a big shot down the line it 
went in and every time I hit a big 
shot down the line it went out — 
but that’s just the way things go. 

Bruguera faces unseeded 
Swede Magnus Gustafsson in the 
semifinals. 

Gustafsson bested Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 6-4, 6-3 ear- 
lier in the day. 

Medvedev, seeded ninth in the 
tournament and ranked 19th in 
the world, is one of the honest 
day-court players on the circuit. 
He won three tournaments on day 
last year and last week notched a 
victory in Estoril,. Portugal. 

“It was something spedal for 
me because Ivan is a player who 
has made history in tennis, win- 
ning so many Grand Slam titles 
and especially continuing to be in 
the top 19 at 33 years of age," 
Medvedev said. ”... Before the 
match 1 felt like a kid before the 
big mar. and this did not allow me 
to relax and play my game." 

In the semifinals, Medvedev 
will face the world's No. 15, 
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American Andre Agassi returns a ball during his match at the Condo 
de Godo tennis tournament (AFP photo) 


Thomas Muster of Austria, who 
defeated Dutchman Richard Kra- 
jicek 6-4. 3-6, 6-3. 

Date captures Japan Open: 
Pete Sampras, playing his first 
match as the world's top-ranked 
player, Saturday advanced into 
the singles finals along with Brad 

Gilbert in the Japan Open tennis 
tournament. 

Top-seeded Kimiko Date capu- 
t tired the women’s singles title for 
the second straight year, bearing 
eighth-seeded Stephanie Rottier 
of Holland 6-1, 6-3 on the hard 
court of Ariake Colosseum. 

Date received $27,000 while 
Rottier, No. 43, 513,500. 

“As you know the atmosphere 
of the final match is something 
special particularly it depends on 
my second title. I was thinking 
about it during the match. 1 made 
good concentration in the first set 
but it was not in the second set," 
said Date, ranked 19th in the 
world. 

In the men's singles semifinals, 
second-seeded Sampras posted a 
6-4, 6-2 triumph over sixth- 
seeded Wally Masur of Australia. 

Seventh-seeded American 


Brad Gilbert outlasted fifth- 
seeded Henrik Holm of Sweden 
6-1, 3-6, 6-3. 

Sampras became the world's 
top-ranked men’s tennis player 
Friday when he beat David 
Wheaton 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 in the 
quarterfinals, unseating Jim 
Courier. 

Coetzer beats Capriati: Aman- 
da Coetzer of South Africa beat 
third-seeded Jennifer Capriati 6-2 
1-6 6-4 Friday m the quarterfinals 
of theS375,000 Bausch Lomb 
championships. 

Third seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain ended unseeded 
Shaun Stafford's string of upsets 
in the quarterfinals with a 6-2 6-4 
decision. 

Second-seeded Gabriela Saba- 
tint, who plays Coetzer in the 
semifinals, dominated eighth- 
seeded Leila Meskhi of Georgia 
6-1 6-0 in another quarterfinal. 

The quarterfinal between 
fourth-seeded Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland and 
sixth-seeded Natalia Zvereva of 
Belarus was cancelled because of 
rain. 


Senna 

captures 

provisional 

pole 


DONINGTON PARK, England 
(R) — Brazilian Ayrton Senna 
displayed his usual mastery of wet 
conditions Friday when he gained 
provisional pole position for Sun- 
day's European Grand Prix. 

A series of minor acridentsi 
marked the opening qualifying 
session as driven battled to cope 
with the persistent drizzle and 
wet track. 

Senna, driving a McLaren, re- 
corded the fastest time of one 
minute 23.976 seconds and was 
one-tenth of a second dear of 
Briton Damon Hill in the leading 
Williams. 



French driver Alain Pros! addresses WUHsuas-Renaiilt .technicians 
daring the first session of qualifying practice for Sunday’s Earopean 
Formula One Grand Prix (AFP photo) 





Brazilian Ayrton Senna wearing 
his protection mask at the prac- 
tice session prior to the European 
GP (AFP photo) 


Hill’s more experienced team 
mate Frenchman Alain Prost was 
third quickest in 1:24.467, 
finishing ahead of Finland's J.J. 
Lehto in a Sauber and French- 
man Jean Alesi and Austrian 
Gerhard Berger in Fenraris. 

German Michael Schumacher, 
who finished seventh fastest suf- 
fered an early setback when his 
Benetton slid into the wall at 
tiie Melboum hairpin. 

Briton Martin Brundle, in a 
Ligier, and f Frenchman Erik 
Comas, in a Larrousse, also went 
off the track. , 

Brundle later collided with 
Luca. Badoer’s Lola-Ferrari in 
the closing stages. 

High banks of spray con- 
tinuously reared up from the 
track to prevent any truly repre- 
sentative driving. 

The 4 ,023- km Domington Park 
Circuit is being used for a Grand 
Prix for the first time since 1938. 

Hill was another driver to show 
that he can rise to the challenge 


of wet conditions. 

The rain relented briefly mid- 
way through the session but the 
track became very crowded as 
drivers tried to take advantage of ’ 
the improved conditions. 

The situation was aggravated 
by the new rule limiting each 
driver to a maximum of 12 laps in 
a qualifying session, wet or dry. 

"This is ridiculous,”' said Ita- 
lian Riccardo Patrese.a Benetton 
driver. “It makes it 'almost im- 
possible in these conditions.'' 

Senna said: “Xt is the first time 
we have tried the car in the wet 
with the right tyres and we 
pushed hard this afternoon when 
it was wet. 

“The Williams’ still got very 
close, butm the morning, when it 
was evenwetter and when power 
was less important, the time dif- 
' ferential was more in our favour. 

“The rain is good for us. It 
makes it very slippery and erodes 
the power advantage .of the 
others.” 


Kankkunen 

a m 

consolidates 

lead 

NAIROBI (R-) — FinniJuha 
Kankkunen and the Toyotd'Cas- 
tro! team consolidated their lead 
in the Kenya Saf.ri Rally Satur- 
day after their lone challenger, 
Japanese Kenjiro Shinozuka in a 
Mitsubishi, retired with engine 
trouble. 

Kankkunen, 34, driving a 
Toyota Cclica 4wd. headed the 
standings after 426.9 km of the 
1.094.45 km third leg. He had lost 
1 50 minutes. 

Toyota Celica 4wds held the 
f First four places, with Finn Mark- 
ku Aien in second positiqp nine 
minutes behind Kankkunen. 

Kenyan lan Duncan, slowed by 
cylinder gasket trouble, was third 
with a penalty time of two hours 
and Japan's Yasuhiro Iwase was 
fourth after losing two hours 12 
minutes. 
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Markka Aien of Finland drives his Toyota Celica Turbo 4wd in the 
first leg of Kenya’s Safari Rally (AFP photo) 


“1 have been driving so softly 
the car has not even bottomed, 
btu this rally is hard,” Kank- 
kunen said. 

“We want to go steady and 
hold on to the lead. If we top this 
leg we are on our way to a win 
and leadership of World Cham- 
pionship standings. 

“We are not going to be care- 


less or just relax because the 
Toyotas are in the lead. We 
intend to consolidate our team 
chances so there is no question 
over who wins the manufacturer’s 
prize.” 

Kankkunen is third in the 
world championship standings af- 
ter the Monte Carlo, Swedish and 
Portugese rallies. 


Norwich’s 

hopes 

evaporate 


LONDON (AP) — Norwich’s 
Premier League title hopes vir- 
tually disappeared Friday with 
a 5-1 loss to Tottenham in 
driving rain at White Hart 
Lane. 

Norwich needed a victory to 
move back on top of the stand- 
ings, but the club’s second de- 
feat in a week left it trailing 
Aston Villa by two points ana 
Manchester United by one. 

In addition, Norwich has 
played two matches more than 
the two other title contenders. 

Tottenham got two goals 
from Teddy Sheringham, who 
has 25 for the season, and one 
each from Neil Ruddock, 
Nicky Barmby and Nayim. 
Norwich's only goal came in 
the 86th minute, from Efan 
Ekoku. 

Norwich now has 65 points 
in 38 games. First-place Villa, 
with 67 points in 36 games, 
plays at home Saturday against 
Coventry. Manchester United, 
with 66 points in 36 games, 
hosts Sheffield Wednesday on 
Saturday. 


Peanuts 


NO matter now hard you try, you 

CAN'T PRIBBLE A TUMBLEU)EEP! 





World chess champion Garry Kasparov (left) takes down a move as he 
is watched by his predecessor Anatoli. Karpov during thefe- match at 
the Linares Tournament last month (AFP photo) 

• m * 9 

Chess is facing chaos 

BRUSS ELS (AP) — Order and logic may reign at the chessboard, 
but wrangling and chaos are swirling around the game. 

Rival world championships, rival federations, big egos and prize 
money disputes are splitting the chess world. 

“I don’t know whether we have a world champion any more,” said 
Visuanathan An and, the acting president of the Grandmaster’s 
Association. 

The organisation has brought the top players together during the 
last six years and given them some independence from the World 
Chess Federation, known, by the French acronym FIDE. But now, 
the Grandmasters' Association is also coming apart at the seams. 

General Manager Pierrette Broodthaers announced her Tcsignatkxn 
saying she was tired of the scheming of some players, including world 
champion Garry Kasparov. 

On Feb. 26 Kasparov and his British challenger Nigel Short 
decided to set up their own world title match and invited bids, 
sidestepping both the FIDE and the Grandmaster' Association. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Andy Capp 



ME MEITNER# 
JACK. SHE 
CAME INTO 
CHECKUP 
ONiVC 





— COMES JN OUT 
OFCURJOSnV 
ANbGOESHCWE 
OUT OF GASH 
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Mutton’ Jeff 
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DjHjS 

KING 
g tNQ 

\*mo C 00 U> THAT 
BE AT THIS 

Hour of {pi;' -' 

THE NIGHT? US 

' RING 
7 DiNG 


SIR.' WOULD YOU I up npf Jf ^ 8 I 

SORfcW TO SLEEP AGAIN/ 


£|£l 

CAR6 TO BUY 
SOME SOAP , 

CARPET TACKS ■ 

TlKNVTUK POLISH? 


WELL, SIR, I HAVE fiCKE 

complete line of 
sleeping pills 

50 A BOTTLE- 
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Q. 1 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ8 7AJ&Q72 OKS 73 *9 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 '? Pass 

1 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — While we raise partner's ma- 
jor-suit response freely with three- 
card support, this hand requires a. 
different approach. You are too 
strong for a mere spade raise, but 
lack of a fourth spade bars you from 
even considering a jump raise. Start 
painting a picture of your distribu- 
tion by bidding two diamonds, in- 
tending to raise spades next. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AK76 vJ4 v 1042 4J643 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 7 Pass 

1 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

A.— The only two calls that come 
into consideration are a pass and 

two hearts. Since partner surely has 
at least five hearts and could have 
six, we prefer the correction to two 
hearts. 

Q 41— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A£PC TVold 0AJ97 4AKQ102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

14 17 Pass 4 7 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have a tremendously 
■powerful hand, but to unilaterally 
choose a suit to bid has two disad- 
vantages: First, it could result in 
missing your best strain: secondly, 
it might be right to punish the op- 
ponents. You can avoid this prob- 
lem by doubling. Since partner has ‘ 
cot bid. this is for takeout. Of_ 
course. North is free to convert for* 


penalties. 

Q.4— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 Void 797 '. AQJ5 4AKJ10654 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass ? 

What is your opening bid? 

A. — This could be your hand, or it 
might belong to the opponents in a 
major. One thing is almost sure: 
Since partner did not open, there's 
little hope for slam. We would open 
five clubs in an effort to shut out the 
opponents. You don't need much 
from partner to make it. 

Q.6 — East- West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

4743 AKJ643 7 A 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 


1 '? 


1 4 


What do you hid now? 

A. — At the very least you want to 
he in game, but where? Either 
hearts, spades or no trump could be 
right. Best is to make a temporizing 
jump shift to three dubs. Should 
partner raise, you will naturally re- 
turn to hearts. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: .. 

44 7AKJ9S6 ■.'■KQ1082 4A 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 4 Pass 2 7* Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Great things could be in store 
if you can find a fit. However, you’ 
might need a lot of room to deter- 
mine exactly where to play the con- 
tract. For the moment, you need do 
no more than bid three diamonds. 
That’s forcing and, should partner 
take a preference to hearts or rebid 
no trump, you can complete the 
description of your distribution by 
re bidding four diamonds. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 11* 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer,' Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Efforts on your part to improve 
relations seem futile this Easter 
Sunday as the evening brings ten- 
sion and strain and everyone seems 
to be in an argumentative mood. 
Avoid doing anything rash. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
You need to have a whole fresh 
new approach to whatever your 
assets and liabilities happen to be if 
you are to realise them to their best 
potential. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
New or important friends can be 
the best means by which you can 
advance forward in gaining the 
various personal things that you 
want the most. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
bigwig will give you some con- 
fidential information that will put 
you oq the right track for making 
some very- worthwhile dreams 
come true soon. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Persons who like you and 
have made a big success of their 
lives are standing in the wings 
waiting to help you to gain your 
longings. 

te (July 22 to August 21) Get a 
' ' placed expert to let you in 
on wtiat can best be done in order 
to put your practical, deep-seated 
desires on a satisfactory basis. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
221 You would be wise now to use 


highly 
on win 


THE BETTER HALF® By Glasbergen 



“I’m in such a deep rut. ..I think i 
burned my feet on the Earth’s core! 



Unscramble these four JiantSeS, 
one lenerto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THATSCRAMBUED WOROGAME 
by Henri Arnold 

lb- U 


CAPEN 

■ 


^4 




□ 


CUPAN 




□ 

□ 


TORETT 


□ 





□ 



JOACLE 


□ 


| 

03 


WHAT AN OFF- 
COLOR STORY 
MISHTMAKE SOME 
PEOPLE IPO. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


‘ mm mm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GROIN BRAVO FUMBLE JOYFUL 

Answer. A fine how-do-you-do lor a tourist In Paris! — 
"BON JOUR" 




5 Small ship's 
boat 

B Dairy item 

7 — in (tea 
substitute) 

8 Goffer Ntck — 

9 Young seimon 

10 . Brute?” 

11 Boat bottom 

12 First name an 

mysteries 

IS Crete capital 
21 Vestibule 
23 Highland hat 

26 Previously 
owned 

27 Danger 

29 Apple pudcfmg 

30 Earring site 

Mi A. . . 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Qggnn ninnnn non 

nrannn rcnn 

nnnnoannnninrnnD 

rannn 

RHnn? nmno mnnnn 

nnn non 
nora g^nnnQ Linnn 

SgRnranrnoQflnnnn 

unn iliP noftnn 

□nm nrtnnn nnnnn 



31 Charles Lamb 

iSSS!""’ 2SKBH* 

"to**** 

S 22™ . « Lodestone 

. 50 "*9*1 

3 52 D-day beach 

composer 53 Qant 


54 Actress Me 

55 Eve - * gardi 

56 Long dagg< 

57 Israeli dare 
56 Concerning 
59 Midday 

61 Armored vi 
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the expertise of a understanding 
partner if you wish to make rapid 
strides towards a new ambition 
that intrigues you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 10 October 
22) If you nave some frustration 
(bat you need lo do something 
about, look directly at it today and 
you see ways by which to turn it to 
your advantage. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A charaner can be the one 
to reconcile any differences in a 
standpoint between you and an 
associate that could otherwise 
cause a possible rift. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Some activity in 
which you are prominently en- 
gaged needs the cooperation of a 
member of your family if it is to 
come to a full fruition. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 o 
January 20) If you are to enjoy t 
yourself to the utmost and make r 
the most headway now it is neccsr 
saiy that you go out in the world 
where you can find it. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Gain the goodwill of mem- 
bers of your family now by letting 
them know you realise their prac- 
tical and material (feeds will help 
them to obtain them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your judgment is correct in 
realising the benefits that can be 
yours by having more acquaint- 
ances arid allies helping you in the 
public eye to advance. 
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THE Daily Crossword by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Sharp flavor 
5 Taka off 
9 Small dog, for 
short 

13 At a distance - 

14 Palvvc bones 

15 Supply food for 
a party 

16 Ballet move 

17 Dickens girt 

18 Russian > 
collective 

19 Except 

20 "Do unto 
others," etc. 

22 Tithe amount 

24 Individual 

25 Gager's easy 
score 

28 Postponed 
discussion of 
33 Maintain 
36 Scorch 

38 Actor's part 

39 Food flsh 

40 Jolly 

41 Stage award 

42 Solemn promise 

43 Norse god 

44 Use profanity 

45 Hansel's sister 
47 Dud 

49 Act like 
Xanthippe 
51 Monastery head 
54 Diversion&ry 
tactic 

60 Give off 

62 Dialect 

63 Auth. unknown 
£4ToodJe-tio 

65 Towel cloth 

66 Cleaving tool 

67 Comparative 
word 

68 "My Way- 
composer 

69 Camp shelter 

70 Jerk- 

DOWN 

1 Bugle calf 

2 Musical 
key 

3 Unsophisticated 

4 Go signal 
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Markets in w ~ p * ratfo, ‘ '* ith . 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UaS* Dollar in l"*tfnitthHMl Marines 



Currency 

ttw Vink 
(Yuir 

*** i/4/ 1993 

Tokyo 

CfisJr 

tu. 9/4/1993 

Sterling Pound* 

■ J.W70 

7.5275 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6K0 

1.6060 

Swiss Franc 

1.4760 

1.4765 

French Franc 

5.47&0 

5.4615 ” 

Japanese Yen 

113.35 

113.35 

European Correny Unit 

1.2133 . 

1.2041 " 

• USD Pw STC 

” PnrapMi Opcmhtg @ tM lbl GMT ah 

7/4/ ms 


Eureemncy Inhmt Katas 



Data: 

9/4/1993 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


I MTU 


3.-I& 


5.75 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Enropean Currency Unit 


6.00 


5.17 


9.57 


3.71 


9.06 


3 MTUS 


3.17 


5.75 


1 . 6 $ 


4.93 


6.67 


6 MTUS 


3.11 


5.75 


1.57 


4.75 


$.45 


12 MTU5J 


3.43 


5.75 


6.66 


4.43 


7.i7 


3.71 


3.75 


6.6 1 


i.4j 


ImotaBk bid rainlbr 


3.51 


7.67 


ILS. Mian 1 . 000,000 or eqnvskni 
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Metal 




USD/Oz 


337.65 




0.65 


Metal 


Silver 


USD/Ox 


3.13 


JD/Gm 


,090 
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Central Bank of Jordan Ejccfcong 

• Rate Bullatzn 

Dmtmz 10/4/1993 

Currency 

Bid • 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0.6660 

0.6660 

Sterling Pound 

1.047/ 

1.0574 

Den be he Mark 

0.4271 

0.4797 

Swiv* Franc 

0.4647 

0.4665 

French Franc l 

0. 126? 

0.1266 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6057 

0.6067 

Dutch Guilder 

0.5607 

0.5671 

Swedish Krona 

0.0901 

0.0906 

Italian Lira* 

0.0437 

0.0459 

Belgian Franc 

0.07071 

0.07061 

* Prr 100 

Othmr Currencies 10/4/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.S0W 

1.6400 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.05655 

0.04055 

Saudi Riya! 

0.1676 

0. 1341 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

1 . - .v JPG tr 

. -1.7300 ' 

~niud . 

Qatari KiyaK _ * _ 

_ 0.1659 

0. 1660 

Fgyplian Pound 

0. 1950 

_ 0.7160 

Omani Kiyal 

1.7570 

1.7600 

UAE Dirham 

0.165 9 

0. 1660 

Creek Drachma* 

0.3095 

0.5795 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4130 

1.4530 


Prr I 80 


CAB tndka, for Amman Financial MwfcM' 


Index 

H4/1993 Close 

51/5/1993 tlose 

All-Share 

194.96 

196. II 

Banking Sector 

154.60 

155. i/ 

Insurance Sector 

714.47 

m 

215./6 

Industry Sector 

1 716.45 

779.57 

Services Sector 

757.51 

266.16 
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Cyprus 

promotes 

tourism 

MRS. PHRYNE MICHAEL, 
Director General of the Cyp- 
rus Tourism Organisation, 
stated to a group of journalists: 
“I would like to assure our 
friends in the Arab World that 
for us, tourism is not merely 
numbers. Our ambition is to 
offer to every tourist who com- 
es to Cyprus all facilities so 
that he can enjoy his holidays 
to the maximum possible de- 
gree and thus leave our island a 
happier and more relaxed hu- 
man being.” 

Today Cyprus is still a spe- 
cial place, despite its small size 
it oners a unique variety of 
scenery, from golden sandy 
beaches to green pine-clad 
forests rich in rare species of 
plants which reach altitude of 
more than 6,000 feet. 

Cyprus has got excellent 
hotels and first class hotel 
apartments and the standard of 
service is of the highest level 
AH Cyprus hotels and hotel 
apartments are very well fur- 
nished and very weU equipped. 
AH of them provide excellent 
international communication 



facilities. 

The food in the hotels and 
restaurants is delicious and the 
Cyprus cuisine is renowned for 
its high standard and good 
taste. 

"Last but not least,” Mrs. 
Michael says, "I must under- 
line the most dominant and 
important attraction of Cyprus 
as a holiday .destination. Our 
people and Cyprus hospitality 
which is unparallelled and can- 
not be easily matched by any 
other country." 

"Cyprus has been called the 
‘Island of Love and Beauty' 
and is very much so,” she 
points out. 


Jordan Times 
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Y ugosla via devalues dinar 


BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
lav government devalued the di- 
nar by 98.4 per cent Friday to try 
to combat an economic cram 
caused by nearly two years of war 
and almost a year of U.N. econo- 
mic sanctions. 

The government said the offi- 
cial exchange rate from midnight 
Friday would be 48,000 dinars to 
one dollar, compared with 750 
dinars to the dollar on Friday 
morning. 

The devaluation, recom- 
mended by the National Bank of 
Yugoslavia, was the fifth in 13 
months. 

It brought the official rate, 
used for accounting imports and 
exports and in setting the daily 
inter-bank rate, almost exactly to 
the level of Belgrade's flourishing 
currency brack market. 

The government also limited 
the amount of foreign currency 
which private Yugoslav citizens 
can take out of the country at one- 
time to 1,000 marks (about $620). 

"The federal government is 
committed to baiting the slump in 
industrial production and to curb- 


ing rising prices," Deputy Prime 
Minister Jovan Zebic told the 
Yugoslav Economic Council, a 
watchdog body of economic ex- 
perts. 

"The lack of foreign currency is 
causing major problems which 
have to be followed by additional 
measures," Mr. Zebic said in 
comments carried by Tanjug 
news agency. 

Tanjug said the official ex- 
change rate would now be 
allowed to change by no more 
than two per cent each day. 

The economy of Yugoslavia, 
now comprising only Serbia and 
Montenegro, has crashed since 
ethnic fighting erupted in the 
former Yugoslav republic of 
Croatia m June 1991 and thten 
spread to Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

United Nations sanctions, an 
oil embargo and the financing of 
the budget by printing money 
have hastened the decline. 

Economists say the decline is 
so great that even such a big 
devaluation is unlikely to halt the 
slide. Previous devaluations, the 
last of which was last November, 
failed to turn round the economy. 


Industrial production in the 
first two months of the year was 
40.2 per cent lower than in the 
same period in 1992 and many 
workers have been ordered to 
take extended temporary leave. 

The government has set the 
minimum monthly wage at three 
million dinars, the equivalent of 
60 at the new rate, but econom- 
ists say many firms cannot afford 
to. pay it. 

Prices have risen so fast that 
some shops do not bother putting 
prices on goods in their windows. 

Official month-on-month infla- 
tion hit a record 225 per cent in 
March after 211.8 per cent in 
February and 100.6 per cent in 

January. The annual rate in 1992 
was the highest in the world at 
almost 20,000 per cent. 

Banking sources say foreign 
currency reserves- have dropped 
below critical levels to less than 
S15 billion, while the foreign 
debt is more than $5.1 billion. 

Most people have long consi- 
dered the black market rate to be 
the true measure of the dinar's 
value. 


Kenya seeks tourists 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya, where crime and political unrest have 
caused tourism revenues to plummet, plans to fight back to revitalise 
its main money earner, a government official has said. 

Philemon Mwaisaka, permanent secretary in the ministry of 
tourism, said income from the country's top hard currency earner 
plunged to S29S million in 1992 from $400 million in 1991. He blamed 
the sharp downturn in visits to Safari parks or Indian Ocean beaches 
on reports in Western countries, where most visitors come from, 
about attacks on tourists, tribal violence and political unrest. 
"Imagined insecurity in Kenya had convinced European-based 
tourists that the country was not safe,” he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

The run-up to December’s first multi-party polls in 26 years was 
marred by tribal violence. This, coupled with bandit attacks on 
tourists, led to a fall in hotel bookings of up to 60,000 bednights- in 
the last five months of 1992, tourism officials say. Last year, some 
700,000 tourists visited Kenya after a record 814,000 in 1991. But 
many, enticed by cheap bucket-shop deals, kept their wallets dosed 
while in the country. 

Mr. Mwaisaka said the government was fighting back with a 
vigorous campaign ot revitalise the industry and woo visitors. 
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COMPANY'S NAME TRADING P MV. OPEN UNO CLOSING 

VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 

JD PRICE 

ARAB RAXQL 

m 

m 

* 

131-760 

131-500 

132.SOO 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

30,500 

5.030 

5.000 

6.000 

BANK OF JORDAN 

231 

23.000 

23.100 

23.100 | 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

6.452 

3.910 

3.910 

3.910 1 

THE HOUSING BAKE 

J.Bfa* 

3-BflO 

1.730 

3.730 


6,480 

5.400 

5-400 

5-400 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK. 


4.SOO 

4.510 

4.S10 

union BANK FDR SAVING fa INVESTMENT 

JS.7J9 

4.280 

4.300 

4.2B0 

BUS I HESS BANE 

21. IBS 

3.760 

3.260 

2.250 


3. 194 

6.4S0 

fa. 450 

6.360 

EBIT ELKAL 3AVIJC& INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

J7.59B 

5.SOO 

5.450 

S.4DO 

J4.70I 

1.690 

1.700 

1.700 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT HAHX. 

J4,H£b 

1.000 

1.050 

1.050 

KIDDLE KANT JJTOXSTHEHT BANK. 
JORDAN iNSPMMtCE 

. 4b. ISO 

1.000 

1.050 

1 .050 

JbO 

J.450 

3.500 

3.500 

ARABIAN &HAS INSURANCE 

20.684 

2.750 

2.610 

2.610 

JERUSALEM INSURANCE 

200 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

JORDAN FHEKOI INSURANCE 

133,441 

4, 150 

4.200 

4.120 

ARAB LIFE fa ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

69,376 

3.140 

3.100 

3.200 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

*96,787 

2.250 

2.300 

2.270 

JORDAN HOTEL fa TOURISM 

12,37b 

5-SOO 

5-600 

5.500 

IPS ID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

41,711 

10,604 

1 .4SO 

2.420 

1.410 

ARAN INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

5.650 

6.600 

5-600 | 

JORDAN TOURISM fa SPA COMPLEX 

490 

0.600 

0.590 

0.690 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

1*0,344 

4.070 

4.060 

4.030 1 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

49,544 

1.730 

1.770 

1.7b0 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

7,883 

Q. BIO 

0.B20 

0.800 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

2, 49* 

1.500 

1.460 

1.550 

HACK INAPT EQUIP. RENTING fa MAINTENANCE 

5, 120 

1.470 

1.460 

1.460 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST fa ComoDOAE HOTELS 

61,028 

2.350 

2.330 

2.JSO 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

391,8*8 

1.890 

1.BS0 

1.890 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE It INKS 

437, *00 

4.450 

4.400 

4.350 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF I NARY 

30,949 

10.400 

JO. 350 

10.300 

JORDAN TANNING 

l.bfaO 

7.600 

7.500 

7.500 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fa HCM CULTURAL 

lfa.aai 

6.000 

6.Q9Q 

6.100 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

4. 70S 

9.900 

9-410 

9.410 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

lo.ssa 

b.&OO 

fa. 750 

fa. 760 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

2, SOB 

6.200 

6.270 

6.270 

JORDAN DAIRY 

26.100 

2.550 

2.530 

2. 640 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

11,320 

3.780 

3-7BO 

3.760 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

3.793 

3.450 

3.290 

3.350 

SPINNING fa HEAVING 

16.0B7 

3.260 

3.360 

3.250 

RATZA INDUSTRIES 

10.21S 

3.700 

3.700 

3.750 

JORDAN GLADS IMUUSTPIRS 

7 30 

0.730 

0.730 

0.730 

DAH AL DANA DEVELOPMENT fa INVESTMENT 

JOO. 70S 

12.SUO 

12.700 

12.750 

1 ARAB INVESTMENT fa IMEftHATJOIIAL TKALK 

90,b3S 

3.610 

3.500 

3.460 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

S9.8S3 

13.820 

13.750 

13.560 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

8.290 

0. 560 

0.650 

0.530 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

61.064 

6.030 

6.080 

6.050 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

6,38b 

0.950 

0.950 

0.930 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

4,006 

4.2S0 

4.740 

4.210 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

2.7SQ 

5.500 

5.500 

5.S0Q 

JORDAN HOCTVOOL INDUSTRIES 

7. 558 

2.780 

2.760 

2.740 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

74,064 

14. 150 

14.200 

14.150 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fa IMTCH/JlKOD 

3.300 

1.320 

1-320 

1.320 

j JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

26.230 

0.630 

0.64D 

0.620 

JORDAN WDQO INDUSTRIES / JW2CO 

B.4S8 

3.900 

4. DUD 

4.030 

NATIONAL CABLE fa WIPE MANUFACTURING 

109,801 

9. OSD 

9.000 

9.000 

JORDAN SULPfiO-CHEMICALS 

6,S4S 

4.590 

4. LOG 

4.580 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAW. fa CHOtlCALS 

22.937 

4.340 

4.390 

4. 310 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AGRI. fa POOD PROD. 

ia,as2 

1.900 

1.B70 

1.870 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

636,459 

5.580 

5.300 

5-370 

GRAND TOTAL 

3,800.369 

■ 





Yeltsin bans 
petrol price - 
increase 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, facing a crucial test 
of bis popularity this month, said 
Friday he was reversing official 
moves to double petrol prices. 

"In fact there was a misunder- 
standing. It is impermissible,” 
Mr. Yeltsin told newspaper edi- 
tors at a meeting in the Kremlin. 

"It will ban h by decree today, 
and those responsible will be 
sacked,” he said in the televised 
session, adding that petrol prices 
should be raised only gradually in 
the second half of the year. 

Moscow officials introduced 
new prices of 70 roubles a litre 
(about 50 cents per gallon) for 
low-octane petrol Wednesday. 

They said the move followed 
naturally from a gradual reduc- 
tion in state subsidies of oil prices 
under the government's free mar- 
ket programme. 

The unpopular step raised fears 
of new rises in the cost of public 
transport, heating and other ser- 
vices. 

“We wonder: How many votes 
will this cost Yeltsin in the April 
25.. referendum?" a Moscow 
newspaper said. 

Voters will be asked a series of 
questions at the plebiscite, in- 
cluding whether they trust Mr. 
Yeltsin and support the painful 
reform programme. 

The president hopes a strong 
show of popular support will 
strengthen bis hand in a struggle 
against the conservative top 
legislature. 

But in Russia the price is mea- 
sured against rampant inflation, 
which has eroded purchasing 
power, and an average monthly 
salary of 13,000 roubles (just over 
$18) in January. 


Kuwait 
names new 
chairman 
to control 
investments 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
appointed a new chairman of the 
Kuwait investment Authority 
(KIA) as part of a reshuffle of its 
scandal-bit overseas finance 
empire. 

Finance ministry officials said 
Finance Minister Nasser Abdulla 
Al Rodhan appointed Ali Rashid 
AI Badr last week and gave him 
overall control of the London- 
based Kuwait Investment Office 
(KIO). 

The officials quoted the min- 
isterial decree as saying the mea- 
sure was “considered as the first 
step in merging KIO and KIA.” 
Sheikh Badr was previously KIO 
president. 

The officials said a new KIO 
manager, who has not been 
named yet, would report to 
Sheikh Badr. 

Sheikh Rodhan - appointed 
Sheikh Badr after the approval of 
the KLA's new nine-member 
board. 

Sheikb Rodhan said at the end 
of March that he had proposed 
Sheikh Badr to replace KIA 
chairman Abdullah Al Gabandi 
as pan of widely expected re- 
forms. 

Kuwait’s multi-biilion-dollar 
investment empire has shrunk in 
recent years because of Gulf war 
costs and alleged mismanage- 
ment. 

The KIO, wonh more than 
$100 billion before tbe Gulf war, 
has been hit by scandals and is 
subject to increasingly close par- 
liamentary scrutiny. Economists 
put its current worth at anything 
between $15 and $40 billion. 

The KIA was set up in 1984 to 
monitor the performance 1 of KIO 
and other investment institutions, 
but some critics said the move did 
not bring KJO under sufficient 
control. 

The current management of 
KIO in January sued seven for- 
mer executives of KIO and its 
Spanish holding company, Grupo 
Torras, saaying the seven had 
committed fraud and other 
crimes that led to losses of more 
than $1 billion. 

KIO says in all $5 billion in 
investments was lost in Spain. 

Sheikh Rodhan, the oil minis- 
ter, the central bank governor 
and tbe finance ministry under- 
secretary serve on the KIA 
board. 

An Erniri decree named Sheikh 
Badr and four new board mem- 
bers, Ab-dul Mohsen AI 
Mukhaizim, Barak Khaled Al 
Marzouq, Abdul Rasoul Youssef 
Abu Al Hassan, and Abdul Latif 
Al Hamad. 

None of them had served on 
the KIA board before. 

Sheikh Mifthaizim is general 
manager of the Kuwait Finance 
House, Kuwait’s only Islamic 
bank. 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Adjacent to each other, 3 bedrooms, 1 master room, 
living room, dining room, guest room in Shmeisani. 
JD 550/- per month for monthly contracts 
JD 450/- for semi-annual contracts 
For more information, please call 
Tel: 640133 Saturday - Thursday from: 
8:00 - 1 :00 am or 3:30 - 6:00 pm 









Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Macaulay Culkin 

HOME ALONE 2 

-LOST IN NEW YORK 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. A: IS. K.30. 10.30 





Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144* 


L'5-.S <i.M\h!\ J-.MB .'iFaCE 


Susan Sarandon 

& James Spader- in 




Shows: 12:30, 3-J0. 6:15. KJO, 10:30 








Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 s 


Nabilah Obefd.Jn 


TOOT.. .TOOT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10: 



Tel.: 675571 

AI Mashini Theatre 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

Definitely Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nuss) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Nabil & Hisharivs 

AH LAN THEATRE 


1 Tel.: 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursday 
at 5 p-m. and.9 p.m. 

8. on Friday at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


Private investment 

in Syria surges 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria has attracted more than S2 billion in 
capital from Syrian and foreign investors under a law introduced 
nearly two years ago to encourage development of the private sector, 
a government official has said. 

Investments of 90 billion Syrian pounds ($2.1 billion) in 700 
manufacturing, transportation and agricultural projects had created 
more than 55.000 jobs, said Mohammad Zuhair Taghlibi. 

Mr. Taghlibi, head of the investment department reporting to the 
prime minister in his capacity as chairman of the Higher Investment 
Authority, told Reuters 150 other projects were under discussion and 
expected to be approved soon. 

Law 10's incentives had made the climate for private investment in 
Syria better than ever, but Mr. Taghlibi acknowledged problems with 
the country's infrastructure and foreign exchange system might have 
discouraged potential investors. 

He said the government was well on the way to solving these by- 
approving electricity projects aimed at disruption-free service, 
building a modem telephone network, and choosing sites for n\ a j° f 
industrial zones near the biggest Syrian cities. 

Mr. Taghlibi said manufacturing — particularly food products, 
textiles and chemicals — drew the lion's share of the new capital, 
with 46 billion Syrian pounds going into 204 projects. 

More than 40 billion pounds went into the transportation sector, 
including air travel, shipping, railways and buses. 

Projects under study involved the oil industry, including the 
purchase of oil tankers to ship Syrian crude. Syria exports around 
200,000 barrels pier day (h/d) of its total production of over 500,000 
b/d of crude oil. 

The incentives of law 10, which took force in June 1991. indude 
exemption from income tax for up to seven years, lifting of 
restrictions on imports including cars and other vehicles, and waiving 
of customs duty and tax on their imports. 

Investors are able to op< ■■ foreign-currency accounts at local banks 
and benefit from a special exchange rate of 42 pounds to dollar, 
compared to the official rate of 11.2 and a black-market rate that 
ranges between 45 and 52 to the dollar. 

Studies were under way on a unified exchange rate for the pound 
and this could be achieved soon, Mr. Taghlibi said. 

“We are aspiring for a unified rate. Wc are trying to introduce this 
rate gradually to limit any negative effects on the pound,” he said. 

The Syrian central bank guarantees the transfer abroad of profits 
in hard currency. Syria has also joined the Kuwait-based Arab 
Institution for Guaranteeing Investment. 

Mr. Taghlibi said an investment bank would be established soon 
and consideration was being given to formation of a stock market to 
deal in shares of the new private companies. 

The economy ministry prepared a stock market study which is 
under discussion in the cabinet. No details of the study have been 
released. 

British firms seek 
Gulf export orders 


DUBAI (R) — British exporters, 
targeting Gulf markets which 
earned them more than £4 billion 
($7 billion) last year, will be look- 
ing for new contracts at a British 
trade show in Dubai next week. 

More than 300 manufacturing 
and service industry firms will put 
their products on display pro- 
ducts at “Britain in the Gulf,” 
organiser say. 

They say that last year's show 
won British firms contracts worth 
£120 million ($210 million). 

British exports to the Gulf, 
where demand for imports has 
remained strong despite recession 
in the rest of the world, are 
dominated by trade with Saudi 
Arabia, the wealthiest and most 
populous of the Gulf Arab states. 

Britain won two lucrative de- 
fence contracts in the 1980s worth 
more than 520 billion to supply 
Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest 
oil .exporter, with fighter jets and 
naval vessels, and to build milit- 
ary air bases. 

Exports to Saudi Arabia stood 
at £1.97 billion ($3.46 billion) last 
year, down 12 per cent from 
1991, but more than double the 
next highest Gulf importer, the 
United Arab Emirates, which 
took £927 million ($1.63 billion) 
of goods. 

Total exports to Saudi Arabia, 
the UniLed Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman. 
Qatar, Iran and Iraq totalled 
£4.18 billion ($7.51 billion) in 


1992. 

The export figures, compiled 
by Britain's Department of Trade 
and Industry, are based on an 
exchange rate of $1.75 to the 
pound in 1991 and 1992. 

With sterling down to around 
$1.50, British producers who 
were priced out of the export 
market by the high value of the 
pound feel their goods are now 
more competitive. 

Exports to Iran stood at £568 
million (5996 million), despite 
poor political relations over an 
Iranian death sentence passed on 
British author Salman Rushdie 
for blaspheming Islam. 

Iraq, a major trading partner in 
the 1980s, accounted for £34 mil- 
lion ($60 million) of exports in 
1992. Iraq was barred from im- 
porting all but a few essential 
food and medicine supplies by 
U.N. sanctions after its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

In the UAE, despite a growth 
in exports of 20 per cent in the 
last year, officials say British ex- 
porters slipped to fifth behind 
leading exporters Japan, China, 
France, and the United States. 

But diplomats stress the signifi- 
cance of invisible earnings from 
consultancy, banking and insur- 
ance, sectors of traditional British 
strength which do not figure in 
the statistics. 

Britain's Trade Minister 
Richard Needham will attend the 
exhibition which opens Tuesday. 



WANTED 

A foreign mission is looking for a female secretary / 
translator. 

Qualifications: 

1. Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in social science. 

2. Excellent command of both Arabic and English 
(written / spoken) 

3. Good experience of typing (English / Arabic). 

If you have these qualifications, please send your 
C.V. and a recent photo before April 18. 1993 to: 

P.O.Box 3060, Amman, Jordan. 
Attention: Personnel Dept. 


, a force 
for women 
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Indian army deployed in 
Kashmir: curfew clamped 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — At 
least seven people were killed 
when a major battle erupted be- 
tween Muslim rebels and security 
forces in the summer capital of 
Indian-ruled Kashmir Saturday, 
witnesses and government offi-. 
dais said. 

Domestic news agencies said 
an indefinite curfew had been 
clamped on the entire Srinagar 
district and the army has been 
called out. 

At least SO houses and 200 
shops were ablaze in the centre of 
Srinagar, the summer capital of 
Kashmir, and there was a fierce 
exchange of gunfire between the 
two sides, a Kashmir state gov- 
ernment spokesman said in New 
Delhi. 

He said at least seven people 
were killed. 

The shooting began after some 
30,000 people, yelling “Indian go 
home” and “we want freedom,” 
filled Lai Chowfc, a square in the 
centre of the city, to protest 
against the alleged killing of civi- 
lians in an upsurge of violence in 
the Kashmir Valley over the past 
week. 

The angry mob set fire to a 
four-storey building housing 
troops and demolished sandbag 
bunkers used by security forces. 
The spokesman said the building 
and bunkers were evacuated be- 
fore militants took them over. 

The fire spread to neighbour- 
ing buildings and security forces 
opened fire at some people they 
thought were responsible, said 
the government official, who is 


attached to the Kashmir state 
government. 

Witnesses saw at least two peo- 
ple lying dead or wounded on a 
road in the square, and said they 
feared there were many more 
casualties. A convoy of tracks 
carrying paramilitary police and 
army troops was seen speeding to 
die site. 

_ Around 10,000 people have 
died since tensions in Muslim- 
donrinated - Kashmir erupted into 
open revolt against predominant- 
ly Hindu India in January 1990. 

Srinagar has been tense since 
the murder of a noted human 
rights activist and his son-in-law 
last week. 

Tensions were further stoked 
after a top guerrilla leader was 
killed Friday. At least 70 people 
have been tilled in Kashmir over 
the past four days. Residents say 
they include 20 young men killed 
in police custody and many other 
civilians. 

Police say the dead include at 
least 17 paramilitary policemen 
tilled in clashes with the mili- 
tants. 

The militant leader, Muham- 
mad Maqbool HLahi, second-in- 
command of the mo-Patistani 
Hezb-Ul- Mujahideen, . and three 
companions were killed in a dash 
Friday, police said, 

A spokesman for the Hezb-Ul- 
Mujahideen — considered the 
strongest of the many groups 
battling tens of thousands of Indi- - 
an security forces — said the 
group had declared two days of 
mourning and called a general 
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Coup leaders pin blame on Gorbachev 

MOSCOW ( AP) — Twelve men who were once among the most 
powerful in the Soviet Union go on trial next week for plotting the 
August 1991 coup. Their defence is expected to be simple: 
Gorbachev inspired it all. Two of the accused conspirators — 
former Vice President Gennady Yanayev and politburo member 
Oleg Shenin — gave their version of the coup in interviews with 
the Associated Press this week. They said former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev secretly pushed them to declare emergency 
rule and then backed out as the plot failed, leaving them to take 
the blame and the country to collapse. “Really, his own idea was 
carried forward by his closest circle. ... whenever any critical 
situation in the country required unpopular measures, we always 
tried to cover up Gorbachevs role so his democratic image would 
not suffer,” Mr. Yanayev said. Gorbachev denies the accusation 
and has agreed to testily at the non-jury, military trial, which 
starts Wednesday and could last several weeks. 

Spain Socialists battle party rift 

MADRID (R) — Leaders of Spain's ruling Socialist Party met 
Saturday to seek solutions to damaging internal divisions and 
answers to corruption charges which are threatening their 
re-election chances. The 31 members of the Socialist Workers' 
Party (PSOE) Federal Executive Committee, headed by Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, went into dosed session to grapple with 
what commentators agree is the crisis in the party's 10 years in 
power. With general elections due later this year, the PSOE’s 
popular standing has been rapidly eroded by a series of corruption 
scandals, notably charges of illegal funding of the parly by 
Socialist-leaning companies in the late 1980s. The party number 
three, administration chief Jose Maria “TXiki” Senegas, has 
already offered to resign over the “Fflesa" case, named after a 
Barcelona-based group of consultancy firms which allegedly 
channelled one billion pesetas (about $8.5 million) to the 
Socialists. 

2 French policemen hurt in clash 

TOURCOING, France (R) — Two policemen were injured and 
dozen people arrested when violence broke out overnight after 
the death of a North African teenager shot by a policemen earlier 
this week, police said Saturday. About 250 youths took to the 
streets of this north France town for several hours to confront riot 
police with petrol bombs and stones, police said. The youths set 
fire to a shop and six vehicles before being cleared from the 
streets by police firing tear gas grenades and swinging batons, 
witnesses said. The clashes were sparked by the death in hospital 
Friday of Rachid Ardjouni, 17, three days after being shot in the 
head while running away from police investigating a group of 
joyriders. Four policemen were hurt and several cars were set 
ablaze in earlier protests Thursday. In two other police shootings 
in France this week, two suspected petty criminals were killed. 

10 die in Taiwan fire 

TAIPEI (R) — Ten people were killed and seven injured when 
fire swept through a four-storey commercial and residential 
building in the northern Taiwan town of Shulin before dawn 
Saturday, police said. They said they were not ruling out arson. 
Evening newspapers reported that police suspected the blaze 
erupted after several motorcycles parked outside the building 
were deliberately set on fire. The blaze gutted an unlicensed 
nightclub on the ground floor, which had already dosed for the 
night. Thick smoke poured into apartments on the upper floors 
and most of the victims suffocated, police said. Some residents 
escaped by climbing down signs on the outside of the building 
after its stairway caught fire. 

India tornado toll may rise to 125 

MURSHEDABAD, India (R) — Up to 125 people may have been 
killed when a tornado whipped through five villages in eastern 
India, tossing farm workers in the air like dolls and hurling 
vehicles across fields, officials said Saturday. Rescue workers 
clawing through the debris of the farming villages in Muishidabad 
district of West Bengal state recovered 60 bodies after the rare 
tornado roared through at 200 kph (120 mph) as residents were 
preparing their evening meals. “I saw a large ball of douds 
advancing towards my house," said Imran Khan, a farmer in 
Khosbaspur village, about 250 kilometres north of Calcutta. 
“Then on the road I saw a bus full of passengers Mown 40 feet in 
the air. It whirled around in the air twice and fen into a pond,” 
Mr. Khan said. Rescue workers said all but one of the passengers 
had been tilled. They said the toll could climb to 125 or more as 
many people, mostly children, were reported missing. 

17 feared dead after trawler sinks 

PORT STANLEY, Falkland Islands (R) — Seventeen crew 
members were feared dead after a Korean-owned fishing trawler 
abruptly listed and sank in calm seas off the Falkland Islands 
Friday the islands’ director of fisheries said. Rescue services 
recovered three bodies, but 14 men who left the Panamanian- 
mastered Serrekunda 3 in a life-raft were still missing after a 
<2 Kot 8 air and sea search. Another 15 crew membera were 
Sraed from their life-raft by Britirii Regal Airforce hebcopter 
and taken to Port Stanley, capital of the Bnosh-adimnistercd 
Falkland Islands in the Sooth Atlantic. 


strike in the valley. 

Mr. niahi ’s death is considered 
a major setback to the separatist 
campaign. 

“Dunng the last few days there 
has been a stepping-up of vio- 
lence with militan ts throwing gre- 
nades at patrols,” said the state 
government spokesman in New 
Delhi. “The result is that civilians 
are being tilled.” 

He blamed the violence on 
clashes between the Hezb and the 
pro-independence Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF). 

The government says a JKLF 
sympathiser and noted heart 
surgeon, Abdul Alaad Guru, was 
murdered by the Hezb 10 days 
ago. Militants say he was killed 
by troops. 

The spokesman also linked the 
violence to India’s efforts to be- 
gin a political process in Kashmir, 
which has been under the direct 
rale of a Delhi-appointed gov- 
ernor for three years. 

He said Indian Prime Minister 
P- V. Narashnha Rao was likely to 
bold talks on Kashmir with his 
Pakistani counterpart Nawaz 
Sharif in Dhaka this weekend at a 
summit of South Asian leaders. 

India has fought three wars 
with Pakistan — two of them over 
Kashmir — since both became 
independent of Britain in 1947. It 
accuses Islamabad, which con- 
trols one-third of Kashmir, of 
arming and training the miKtanf^ , 

Pakistan says it provides only 
political and diplomatic support 
to the anti-Indian militants. 


U.N. warns 
Khmer 
Rouge 
could be 
outlawed 

PHNOM PENH (R) — The head 
of U.N. peacekeepers in Cambo- 
dia warned the Khmer Rouge 
Saturday it had taken a danger- 
ous step towards outlaw status by 
threatening to disrupt next 
month's national elections. 

The guerrilla group responded 
by refusing to support a resolu- 
tion from head of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk which de- 
manded an end to all violence 
including attacks on U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

Seven U.N. personnel have 
been killed in the past two weeks. 

The resolution was supported 
by the three other factions at a 
meeting of the all-faction Sup- 
reme National Council. 

Khmer Rouge President Khieu 
Samphan.sat stoney- faced 
through the discussion on the 
resolution but later denounced 
what fae^called Vietnam's colonial 
ambitioqs over Cambodia. 

Vietnam, the U.N. and diplo- 
mats-, in Phnom Penh dispute 
Khmer Rouge claims that Viet- 
namese troops are still in the 
country despite their announced 
withdrawal jn 1989. 

“No party or group has the 
right to stop this election,” 
Yasushi Akashi, the bead of the 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC), told the 
meeting. 

“The Cambodian people have 
shown that they want the election 
to go ahead and UNTAC will 
give them an election.” 

The council discussed security 
for the May 23-27 election after 
the killing of more than 100 peo- 
ple in the mist month. UNTAC, 
which has 22,000 people, includ- 
ing 15,500 soldiers, has blamed 
much of the violence on the 
Khmer Rouge. 

In the latest attack, a Japanese 
election volunteer and his 
Cambodian interpreter were til- 
led Thursday morning. In his last 
radio messages the volunteer de- 
scribed the gunmen as Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas. 

The Khmer Rouge put Cambo- 
dia through a reign of terror in 
the 1970s that killed a million 
people before they were ousted 
by a Vietnam invasion in Decem- 
ber 1978. 

They have vowed to stop the 
poll ' despite signing a peace 
accord with the other factions in 
October 1991. 

In an interview in Friday's 
Phnom Penh Post, Khieu Sam- 
phan said violence would increase 
in the coming weeks. 

“At this critical juncture of the 
peace process, it is essential to 
confront the security situation 
that-has arisen because the Party 
of Democratic Kampuchea 
(PDK, the Khmer Rouge) has 
refused to take part in the elec- 
tion,”. Mr. Akashi said. 

“Let me issue a solemn 'warn- 
ing to the Party of Democratic 
Kampuchea that the party and its 
leaders will be held directly re- 
sponsible for all the attacks it bad 
taken out against UNTAC thus 
far and for any further attack it 
makes to disrupt the election fay 
attacking UNTAC personnel 
whether Cambodian or non- 
Cambodian, or Cambodian vo- 
ters, or ethnic Vietnamese.” 





Bosnian Muslims block 

Srebrenica evacuation 


Chris Han! 


S. African leader slain 


SARAJEVO (R) — Local Mus- 
lim leaders blocked an attempt 
Saturday by U.S. relief workers 
to evacuate refuge es from the 
besieged Bosnian town of Srebre- 
nica, a U.N. spokesman said. 

John McMillan, spokesman for 
the United Nations High Con> 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Sarajevo, told re- 
porters the authorities insisted 
people could only be evacuated in 
covered trades and the U.N. con- 
voy in the town had none. 

“It does not look like we are 
going to be able to evacuate 
anyone today because the trucks 
are not covered,” Mr. McMillan 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Black South African Communist 
Party leader Chris Hani was shot 
dead Saturday and police said a 
white man had been arrested. 
Police spokesman Burger Van 
Rooyen said Mr. Hani, general 
secretary of die South African 
Communist Party (SACP) and a 
senior member of die allied Afri- 
can National Congress, was hit by 
four bullets at his home in sub- 
urban Johannesburg. 
v He did not identify the arrested 
man. 

Mr. Hani, 50, was commander- 
in-chief of the ANC armed wing 
for many years. Right-wing 
whites regarded him as one erf 
their worst enemies. 

Law And Order Ministry 
spokesman Craig Kotze con- 
firmed police were holding a 40- 
year suspect who was being ques- 
tioned “very intensely”. 

He appealed to people to be 
calm and cool-headed. 

“We strongly warn against any- 
one taking the law into their own 
bands or attempting to make 
revenge attacks,” he added. 

He said the killing of Mr. Hani 
was particularly tragic in the light 
of recent progress in all-race 
negotiations for a post-apartheid 
democracy. 

Mr. Hani, a Latin scholar and 
devotee of the romantic poets, 
was a strong advocate of peaceful 
negotiations despite harbouring a 
deep dislike of the country's 
white minority rulers. 

Mr. Ham’s neighbours in Boks- 
burg suburb — dose to the peace 
conference site by the Johannes- 
burg International Airport — 
said be was shot between 10,00 
and 10.15 am. 

initial reports said he was hit in 
the head four times and was dead 
by the time an ambulance ar- 
rived. 

He lay in his front garden, still 
clutching a morning newspaper. 


Communist Party Chairman 
Joe Slovo, saying he was “shock- 
ed and shaken,” said South Afri- 
ca could 31 afford to lose Hani 
just as .protracted democracy 
negotiations appeared to be dose 
to breakthrough. 

“It’s dearly designed to spike 
the whole process once again,” 
be told reporters. 

Talks have jbeen plagued by 
violence in black townships, 
mainly between supporters of 
Nelson Mandela's ANC and the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party. 

But the ANC alliance and 
others long have accused sha- 
dowy white elements of foment- 
ing unrest in a rearguard action to 
preserve apartheid and minority 
supremacy. 

Mr. Ham's death deals a major 
blow to the ANC-led alliance. 

He was widely regarded as a 
possible heir to Mr. Mandela if 
anything happened to the 73- 
year-old patriarch of the black 
liberation struggle. 

He was one of the most radical 
and popular of alliance leaders 
and an indefatigable campaigner, 
spending most weekends stump- 
ing the country, addresting mass 
meetings in fly-blown townships. 

His commitment to peaceful 
change was increasingly apparent 
as the township death toll soared 
past 8,000 in the three years 
following President F.W. De 
Klerk's nn banning of black 
opposition activity. 

Just last weekend he issued a 
rare public denunciation of the 
armed struggle against white rule 
still befog pursued by the far-left 
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC). 

“I don’t accept people cpUjgog 
for war... because I feel we have 
achieved something fo this coun- 
try where the oppressors fo the 
past are actually talking to us and 
are showing readiness to negoti- 
ate for democratic elections,” he 
told a rally. 


He said the local authorities 
had refused to allow people to 
board the tracks after they deli- 
vered food and medicine to Sreb- 
renica Saturday. 

He said the local leaders were 
afraid people would suffer expo- 
sure on the open trucks because 
of the cold temperatures fo the 


Srebrenica has been blockaded 
by Serb forces since the - start of 
the rivQ war involving Bosnia's 
Serbs, Muslims and Groats one 
year ago. 

Mr. McMillan told reporters 
nine aid truck pulled into Srebre- 
nica at 12:30 p.m. (1030 GMT) 
and were immediately sur- 
rounded by dvifians desperate to. 
leave. 

He said the convoy, which set 
out from Belgrade Saturday, had 
encountered no serious obstacles. 

U.N. peacekeeping authorities 
said earlier Saturday Serb forces 
besieging the town for a year 
were closing in on Srebrenica 
after capturing hamlets chi its 
outskirts. 

“The town is quiet militarily at 
the moment,” Mr. McMillan 
said. Two convoys which reached 
the town last week were blocked 
from taking out refugees but the 
last one, which arrived 'Thursday* 
managed to evacuate mote than 
1,500 refugees. 

U.N. relief flights to and from 
Sarajevo were suspended for at 
least three days Saturday after 
Serb forces were spotted moving 
anti-aircraft guns within range of 
the Bosnian capital’s airport, the 
U.N. spokesman said. 

Mr. McMillan told reporters 
flights would be cancelled for at 
least three days. 

He said the' decision also re- 
flected concern about a hostile 
Serb reactioq to a U.N. no-fly 
rule oyjsr Bbsma which is due to 
take effect Monday. 

“We temporarily interrupted 
the flights after we noticed the 
Serbs moving anti-aircraft 
weapons to within range of the 
airport,” Mr. McMillan said. 


“That's flic main reason, but 
we’re also concerned about foe 
Serb response to the no^fly 

zone," he said. 

Commander Bany Frewer, a 

spokesman for the U.N. Protec* 
£ Force (UNPROFOR) in 
Sarajevo, said the Serb advance 
had forced more refugees to take 
refuge fo Srebrenica itself, which 
has been blockaded by the Serb 
forces for a year. 

Commander Frewer told re- 
porters fo the Bosnian capital the 
Srebrenica "pocket” of villages 
had shrunk noticeably even as the 
Bosnian Serb commander agreed 
Friday to observe a ceasefire 
from 2:00 -p.m. (1200 GMT) 
Saturday. 

“Towns hitherto in the hands 
of Muslims or the outside of 
Srebrenica have indeed fallen 
under Serb control now. No ques- 
tion that the pocket has shrunk 
somewhat,” Commander Frewer 
said. 

Commander Frewer said 
rfrxhfts around Srebrenica, which 
continued this week despite an 
earlier ceasefire agreement 
covering all of Bosnia, had sub- 
sided late Friday. Only sporadic 
gunfire around Srebrenica was 
reported by mid-morning Satur- 
day. 

“We have no indication right 
now of any attack planned on the 
town of Srebrenica itself. One 
only crusts that the status quo will 
hold now,” commander said. 

He said the U.N.'s six militant 
observers stationed fo the area 
did not know how close the Serbs 
had come to Srebrenica but esti- 
mates midway through last week 
put them five to six kilometres 
outside. 

General Ratko Mladic, com- 
mander of the Bosnian Serb 
army, said Friday he would allow 
a Canadian contingent of U.N. 
peacekeeping troops to enter 
Srebrenica only “over my dead 
body.” The Canadians are wait- 
ing in nearby Tuzia. 

But Commander Frewer said 
Gen. Mladic would be prepared 
to Hkrares their deployment at- a 
meeting of rival army chiefs Mon- 
day at Sarajevo Airport. 

“We will see how serious Mla- 
dic is,” Commander Frewer said. 

He said Bosnian leaders, who 
boycotted a simil ar military meet- 
ing last Tuesday, had agreed in 
principle to attend Monday's 
meeting if the ceasefire held 
around Srebrenica. 

Meanwhile two Muslim sol 1 
diers were killed Friday fo a fresh 
round of fighting between Bos- 
nian Muslims and Croats* who 
are nominal allies, in £he volatile, 
jointly-controlled town of Trav- 
nik, a U.N. officer said. 


Fighting intensifies between Azeris, Karabakh Armenians 


GYANDZHA, Azerbaijan (AP) 
— Armenian forces launched 
fierce attacks Friday against 
Azerbaijan around the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
kilting at least five Azerbaijani 
.soldiers in intensive fighting. 

Azerbaijani soldiers at a post 
near the city of Gyandfrha were 
gearing up for further combat 
Truckloads of fresh uniforms and 
food headed for the front , and 
ammunition was sorted for dis- 
tribution. i 

. The Armenian troops pounded 
towns and viljages in southwest- 
ern Azerbaijan along the border 
with -Iran as well as Kelbajar, a 
strategically located Azerbaijani 
city in the land corridor between 


Armenia and Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Azerbaijani military author- 
ities in Gyandzha, formerly called 
Kirovabad, said the fighting m 
and around Kelbajar bad trapped 
about 14,000 Azerbaijani civi- 
lians, behind front lines. 

Capt. Allah verbi Abasov said 
at least five Azerbaijani fighters 
were killed fo Friday's fighting. 
There were no immediate reports 
on Armenian casualties. 

Passersby looked on quietly as 
a truck with the bodies of two 
dead fighters arrived in Gyand- 
zha. One soldier shouted, “mar- 
tyrs, martyTs," to clear the 
crowd: 

In southwestern Azerbaijan, 


Armenian forces launched a new 
offensive, seizing one village and 
threatening several key regions 
along Azerbaijan’s border with 
Iran, the ITAR-TASS News 
Agency reported. 

The Armenian attacks were 
concentrated around the town of 
Fizuli, the ITAR-TASS agency 
said. Armenian forces seized the 
Azerbaijani village of Govshatly 
near Fizuli, which also suffered 
considerable damage in the 
attack. 

Capturing Fizuli would be a 
major step fo cutting. off tbe 
Azerbaijani enclave of Nakhicbe- 
vm from the rest of the country aad wodd 
strengthen Armenia’s con- 
trol over its road to Nagorno- 


Karabakh. 

. Casualties were reported when 
Armenian forces afro shelled the 
Azerbaijani settlements fo the 
Kubatly, Zangelan and Lachin 
regions, the agency reputed. 

Both Azerbaijani and Arme- 
nian officials denied a ceasefire 
agreement had been reached. 
Tile Interfax News Agency had 
reported a ceasefire scheduled to 
begin at nooqj(0800 GMT) Friday 
had been brokered by Russia. 

An Armenian spokesman -in 
Moscow, . Mikit Kazarian, said 
that the only agreement reached 
Thursday was -for both countries' 
prime ministers to meet fo Mos- 
cow on April 13 on the conflict. 


Yeltsin will not resign if he loses referendum 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — With 
just over two weeks left before a 
vote on who will lead the country. 
President Boris Yeltsin intensi- 
fied his campaign for votes. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the April 25 
referendum on whether the presi- 
dent or legislature should rule “is 
the fate of Russia, and you all 
realise this full well.” 

He said if he loses be would not 
resign but is ready to *face early 
elections, but keep the post of 
president until then,” according 
to tile ITAR-TASS News Agen- 
cy- 

The referendum is shaping up 
as tbe climax to tbe power strug- 
gle between Mr. Yeltsin and tbe 
Communist-dominated Congress 
of People’s Deputies, Russia's 
highest parliamentary body. 

“If there is no president, the 
power will be assumed by the 
most extremist fames, and the 
entire world will shudder," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. Portions of his meet- 
ing were broadcast on Russian 
Television. 

In an apparent bid to win 
votes, Mr. Yeltsin also said he 
would repeal a decision earlier 
this week to raise gasoline prices 
and rents of state-owned apart- 
ments in tbe capital. 

If he wins, and voters also call 
for new legislative elections, Mr. 
Yeltsin said he would take that as 
a sign the legislature has lost its 
power and he would use his pres- 
idential authority to fill tbe 
vacuum. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s main rival for 
power, legislative speaker Ruslan 


Khasbulatov, told Russia's re- 
gional lawmakers earlier Friday 
that, while the referendum prob- 
ably is important, it would not 
solve the country’s main prob- 
lem: The economy. 

' He criticised the country's cen- 
tral power structure, saying the 
referendum probably would re- 
sult in early elections for the 
president and the lawmakers. 

“A small group of new tycoons 
who are enriching themselves are 
closely connected with die ex- 
isting political regime” and have 
become its main power base, Mr. 
Khasbulatov said. 

Mr. Yeltsin Friday said those' 
officials in Moscow responsible 
for drafting' the laws raising the 
prices of gasoline and rent should 
be punished, the Interfax News 
Agency said. 

Gasoline prices doubled 
Wednesday, from 40 rubies (ab- 
out 5 cents) per litre to 80 rubles 
(about 10 cents) per litre, further 
angering drivers who have experi- 
enced several hikes in the past 
year. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has seen his 
authority stripped away by Con- 
gress, originally sought the vote 
as a way to settle the crisis by 
asking the people to pass judg- 
ment on his leadership. 

Hardliners in the congress 
added more questions to the re- 
ferendum, including one on his 
painful economic reforms that 
may prove embarrassing to the 
president. Besides the questions 
on his leadership and economic 
reform, tbe questions also ask 


whether there should be new 
presidential and legislative elec- 
tions. 

The congress afro set up roles 
for the referendum that make it 
harder for Mr. Yeltsin to win the 
vote. Pro- Yeltsin legislators 
Thursday asked Russia’s constitu- 
tional court to clarify the voting 
rules. 

At issue is the number of votes 
needed to make the refercnduiA 
valid: A majority of people cast- 
ing ballots or a majority of Rus- 
sia’s 106 million eligible voters. If 
the court rules it is the latter, it 
w31 be more difficult for Mr. 
Yeltsin to secure a victory. 

Constitutional Court Chief Jus- 
tice Valery Zorkin did not say 
when the court would rule. 

Meanwhile Russia’s ethnic Re- 
public of Mordovia defied Presi- 
dent Yeltsin Friday by r e fus ing to 

reinstate its sacked leader, 
deepening a local crisis which 
minors tbe power struggle raging 
at national level. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said the Mordovian parliament 
appointed a new prime minister 
following an earlier vote of no 
confidence in local President 
Varily Guslyannikov 

It ignored a Yeltsin decree that 
the removal of Mr. Guslyannikov 
was illegal.' 

~The decree of Boris Yeltsin, 
which instructed Guslyannikov to 
continue to carry out the respon- 
sibilities of president and lead- 
ership of the government, has 
been ignored,” TASS said. 

The new prime minister, who 


will head the government instead 
of Mr. Guslyannikov, is Valery 
Shvetsov, formerly first deputy 
chairman of the Mordovian par- 
liament. 

The crisis fo Mordovia, a small 
Central Russian region with a 
population of about one million, 
reflects in miniature the battle 
between Mr. Yeltsin and the 
Congress of People’s Deputies. 

In a separate development, 
Russia’s chief economic re fo r m er 
said Saturday that Moscow ex- 
pects the Group of Seven leading 
industrial nations to offer at least 
as much aid this year as the $24 
billion they pledged in 1992. 

Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Fyodorov said it was vital that 
foreign aid should start producing 
tangible results this year to con- 
vince Russians that the West was 
serious about helping them. 

Mr. Fyodorov, m charge of 
arguing Russia's case at a key 
meeting with G-7 ministers next 
week, told a news conference- 
u We anticipate that what will be 

proposed wffl be not less than last 

year’s package.” 

He brushed aside the question 
of whether foreign governments 

were taking too much on the 
figure of President Yeltsin at the 
expense of Russia’s reforms as a 
whole. 

“In my opinion it’s no secret 
that the name of Yeftsfo is to a 
forge extent synonymous with re- 
form. in our state... the president 
b The guarantor of stability, for- 
ward movement and continuation 
of the existing line,” be said. 


Congolese triplets ', 
born In 3 towns, 

3 different days 

BRAZ21AVILLE, Congo (AP) 

A Congolese wonf, 

apparently unaware that she wa* 
pregnant with triplets, gave birth 
fo three different villages during* 
three-day walk over 60 miles (1QQ 
kilometres), the Health Ministry 
said. Bernadette Obelebouli, 34, 
bad tbe first child in the northern 
village of Otslaka last Monday 
with the help of a midwife, said 
Appolfoaire Nganea, director of 
the Public Health Ministry. Mrs. 
Obelebouli recovered and she 
and her husband began a journey 
south. After walking 31 miles (50 
kilometres). Mrs. Obelebouli 
bore a second child in Lekana (be 
next day. Sensing something \*lj 
wrong, Mrs. Obelebouli visited a 
hospital the following day in 
Djambala and gave birth to the 
third ch3d after walking anotbo- 
31 miles. The mother and three 
babies — two girls and a boy — 
are doing well, tbe ministry said. 

World War II 
bomb disrupts 
Brussels Airport : 

BRUSSELS (AP) — A Worid 
War II bomb disrupted traffic at 
Brussels International Airport af- , 
ter it was unearthed by constzuc- 
tion workers, news reports said, 
Tbe runway at Zaven tem Airport 
was dosed for 20 minutes after 
the bomb was discovered Mon- 
day afternoon. Some planes werf.J 
diverted to provincial airports:* 
Army bomb-disposal experts ren- 
dered the 85 kilo <187 pound) 
bomb harmless with a controlled 
explosion. Reports said the bomb 
was made in tbe United States. It 
was likely dropped during a 
World War n bombardment of 
German-occupied Belgium. The 
bomb was found by workers 
building an extension to the air- 
port. 

Allen’s lawyer 


Connecticut 

Police 

NEW YORK (AP) — Attorneys 
for Mia Farrow had pitched a 
deal to drop sexual abuse charges 
igainst Woody Allen in return for 
a $8 million payoff, a lawyer for 
Alien has testified. The offer 
came .during an August 1992 
meeting fo a Manhattan lawyers' 
office, shortly after Ms. Farrow 
alleged chat Allen abused their 
7-year-old adopted daughter, 
Dylan, said attorney Irw£ 
Tcnenbaum. Ms. Farrow was 
represented at the meeting by 
attorney David Levitt, who prop- 
osed the deal. Lawyer Alan Der- 
showitz afro sat fo on the meeting 
at Ms. Farrow’s request, Mr. 
Tenenbaum testified. Allen said 
three weeks ago, and FanowJs 
laywers confirmed, that a panel 
of sex abuse experts from Yale- 
New Haven hospital cleared him 
of the charges. The report, which 
the couple asked to be kept sec- 
ret, has been turned over to 
prosecutors deciding whether to 
bring charges against Allen. 
Alien, 57, and Ms. Farrow, 48, 

, are fighting for custody of Dylan, 
their biological son Satchel, 5, 
and adopted son Moses, 35. The 
actress accused Allen of molest- • 

fog Dylan at her country house 
last Aug. 4. 

When is a nude 
musical not nude? ■ 
when it’s In Japan ' 

TOKYO (AP) — The cast of the 
musical Oh Calcutta overcame 
opening-night jitters Friday and 
played to an appreciative 
Japanese audience. But ft was 
hard not to .be a bit nervous j— 
after all, they covered up. “It felt 
a little uncomfortable, really ■— 
we re so used to doing it naked;’’ 
safo c ast member Dawn Monaco: 
Performing naked, however, was 
not an option in Japan, where 
obscenity laws forced producers o 
to back away from the foil frontal * j 
nudity that made the play ! 
ramous. The restrictions highlight 
debate over the laws, which many 
people consider obsolete and 
contradictory. The bare breasts 
of women cast members weren't 
an issue. But displays of genitals 
and pubic hair are foi&dden. 
Producers agreed to have tbe 
actors wear G-strings, and tbe 
cast had to sign documents prora- 
ismg they wouldn't take any arti*’ 
tic license. Just to make sure, 
plainclothes police were on hand 
to keep an eye on things. 

nine officers, J 
think, said Montgomery MacK- 

cnae of the production company 

."That seems like * 
tot- . -probably some of them just 
wanted to see the show” Piodoo- \ 
ers sard they would have prefer 

red to stage the play as scripted ■ 
krttoat they could live withtbe 
restrictions during the two-nw^ , 
™ planned for Japan. “What’s i 
important is what the show says, 

25 . "Mtor it shows genitals," 
said director Ron Nash. 
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